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What Sovereignty 


to sesies3: There are some who believe that God can powerfully touch every part of 
seeesecss a man’s nature except his will, but that God has given the will an autocracy 
that makes it independent of its Maker. 


ke * - * o * 


An underlying difference between Arminianism (note: Free Will) and Cal- 
vinism is, that according to the former, God’s agency in saving sinners is gen- 
eral and indefinite; while according to the latter, His agency is always specific 
and personal. 
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he Without doing any violence to the principles of his creed, the Calvinist can 
ut- 


say that God did as much for Judas Iscariot as the Arminian is willing to say 


that He did for John the Apostle. 
. oe: - * * * o 
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Grant that God can save sinners, and yet does not, still this is nothing against 


His benevolence, unless sinners have some kind of claim on Him. 
+ . + + * 
— 33 Calvinism is the only creed that will bear translation into prayer. 
ies : 
rt- Bs: : —R. C. Reed 
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We are happy to be noticed in the 
official magazine of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., which recently ran an 
article on independent Church papers. 
Of course we were pained to have 
our initials misplaced and curious that 
the circulation of the other papers 
should have been exaggerated while 
ours was quite substantially reduced 
below what it actually is. We are 
not charging Hartley Ben with sub- 
version. It is just that gremlins get 
into the type. Nevertheless we take 
comfort in that we know the Journal 
to be the best read _ publication 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





Responding to the Journal coverage 
of the pronosed “Brief Statement of 
Belief” (April 5), a reader says that 
he has had a hard time figuring out 
the fine distinctions we made. He 
wants to know why do the distinc- 
tions have to be made so fine? We 
would answer by pointing out the re- 
cent publicity enjoyed by Bishop 
James Pike who insists that he believes 
in the doctrine of the Virgin Birth, 
although he also insists that Joseph 
was the father of Jesus. Double 
talk? No. The Bishop takes refuge 
in a creed loosely phrased. He is 
willing to say, “I believe in the Virgin 
Birth.” But he is not willing to say, 
“I believe that Jesus was born of a 
virgin.” Back in 16th century Ge- 
neva, Servetus was burned for the 
difference between “Christ the Son 
of the Eternal God” and “Christ the 
eternal Son of God.” The one makes 
God eternal. The other makes Christ 
eternal, too. 

The General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church of East Africa has 
just settled the thorny question of 
what to do with contributions or 
pledges from Africans who have been 
barred from full membership for prac- 
ticing polygamy. The Assembly au- 
thorized presbyteries and local church- 
es to accept such gifts, declaring that 
such acceptance, however, must not be 
construed as approving the donors for 
communion. Seems that East Africa 
Presbyterians are pretty much like 
Presbyterians everywhere. Theology 
is likely to take a back seat to stew- 
ardship. 
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AUGUSTA, Ga. — The General As- 
sembly desires distinctly and delib- 
erately to inscribe on our Church’s 
banner, as she now first unfurls it 
to the world in immediate connection 
with the Headship of her Lord, His 
last command: “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature”; regarding this as the great 
end of her organization, and obedi- 
ence to it as the indispensable condi- 
tion of her Lord’s presence ... The 
claims of this cause ought, therefore, 
to be kept constantly before the minds 
of our people and pressed upon their 
conscience. 


—Manifesto of the organizing U. S. 
Assembly, December, 1861 





BRAZIL — Back in the interior 
state of Manaos a group of mission- 
aries have been experiencing perse- 
cution of a kind that has all but passed 
from the Brazilian scene — except 
where the Roman Church is able to 
move wtih relative impunity in hinter- 
land situations. 


First the rumor got started that the 
representatives of the interdenomina- 
tional “New Tribes’ mission were 
“teaching Christians to poison people, 
prohibiting them from planting their 
farms and raising livestock and in- 
structing them to burn Roman Cath- 
olie churches and break their images.” 
No one knew just how the rumor start- 
ed, but it was freely reported that 
the local priests strongly objected to 
the missionaries with whom there had 
been “jurisdictional arguments.” 


Anyhow, the local constabulary, in 
the form of Brazilian army units, sud- 
denly became alarmed at the danger 
tc the community and a detachment 
arrested seven adults and three chil- 
dren on charges of homicide and put 
them in a military jail. 
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Eichmann’s Death Opposed by Churchmen 





‘Eventual Union’ Goal 
Of Council at Vatican 


MILAN, Italy (RNS) — Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, head of the Secretariat 
for Christian Unity in Rome, said here 
that while the forthcoming Second 
Vatican Council is not intended to 
treat solely or directly with any par- 
ticular non-Catholic body, it will be 
“able to prepare for the eventual 
necessary and longed-for union be- 
tween Christians.” 


Speaking of the position of Chris- 
tians “living apart from the one true 
Church of Christ,” Cardinal Bea said 
that “toward non-Catholic Christians 
the Church takes the attitude best 
summarized by St. Augustine’s words, 
‘Hate the error and love the erring.’ ” 


“This means,” he said, “to be care- 
ful of our personal strength in the 
Faith, uniting the task of guarding the 
integrity of Catholic dogma with that 
of loving those who err, showing them 
the greatest understanding, without 
resentment or prejudice and with true 
and worthy Christian charity.” 


(Note — In other words, “The door 
is open any time the Prodigal wishes 
to come back to Mother Church.”’) 





Word of the arrest came to the U. 
S. consulate in Belem. Brazilian of- 
ficials were notified who called on au- 
thorities more conscious of protocol 
and less blindly obedient to the 
Church. The missionaries were 
promptly released. 


A week or two later they were ar- 
rested again. This time the charge 
was violation of a law against con- 
struction by foreigners of permanent 
houses within 100 miles of the Bra- 
zilian border (evidently an obscure 
statute which, if still on the books, has 
been violated many thousands of times 
over). As of this writing the mission- 
aries are still in jail. A protest has 
been filed with the State Department. 


NEW YORK (RNS) — Adolf Eich- 
mann, the Nazi official accused of 
causing the extermination of millions 
of Jews during World War II, should 
not be executed for his crimes, ac- 
cording to the views of several Prot- 
estant, Roman Catholic and Jewish 
leaders expressed in an article in the 
Purim issue of American Judaism. 


The principle of abolishing capital 
punishment, says the article, is more 
important than the fate of Eichmann, 
who was scheduled to go on trial for 
his life April 11 in Israel. Rabbi 
Morris N. Kertzer, spiritual leader of 
the Larchmont (N. Y.) Temple, the 
author, writes that he interviewed “a 
number of rabbis and Christian lead- 
ers” and their sentiment was op- 
posed to violating the principle of 
the sacredness of life even in the case 
of Eichmann.” 


Dean John C. Bennett of Union 
Theological Seminary here is quoted 
as saying: “Our generation has seen 
a totalitarian lapse into ruthlessness 
and cheapening of human life. Pre- 
serving the ideals of opposition to cap- 
ital punishment in the case of a mon- 
ster like Eichmann is a symbolic af- 
firmation of the preciousness of life.” 


Note—-see p. 5. 





Entertainment Industry 


Urged To Enforce Code 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
Decrying the fact that “our youth are 
being subjected to more crime and 
brutality on television than ever be- 
fore,” National Religious Broadcasters 
in their 18th annual convention here 
called upon the broadcasting industry 
to implement and enforce more ef- 
fectively its voluntary code of ethics. 


“While we abhor the dangerous as- 
pects of licensing or censorship in this 
land of liberty,” the religious broad- 
casters said in a unanimous resolution, 
“we fear that failure of reasonable 
protests to secure salutary action on 


—Compiled from RNS sources the part of the industry will lead to 


1961 








increasing legislation and judicial ac- 
tion.” 


The religious broadcasters also 
sharply criticized many television ad- 
vertisements sponsored by Hollywood 
movie producers. 





Episcopal Paper Backs 
Charges Against Pike 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. (RNS) — The 
Rhode Island Churchman, an official 
Protestant Episcopal state publication, 
declared here that a recent magazine 
article by Bishop James A. Pike ex- 
pressing disbelief in the Virgin Birth 
of Christ is the work of an “alien 
voice uttering a precarious theology.” 


In an editorial the Churchman stated 
that the bishop of the California Epis- 
copal diocese has delivered his “sub- 
stantial negation” of part of the de- 
nomination’s House of Bishop’s pas- 
toral letter “to the scandal and dismay 
of many faithful Christians.” 


Issued last November, the pastoral, 
in essence, confirmed that the Apos- 
tles’ and Nicene Creeds are as valid 
today as when they were drafted cen- 
turies ago. The section which the 
Churchman charged Bishop Pike with 
negating specifically reaffirmed the 
doctrines of the Virgin Birth, the Res- 
urrection and Ascension. 


The Churchman editorial did not 
mention Bishop Pike by name but lib- 
eral quotations from his article in a 
December issue of the Christian Cen- 
tury, undenominational weekly, make 
the reference to him obvious. In com- 
menting on the bishop’s view that he 
cannot see the “permanent value” of 
the doctrine of the Trinity, the Church- 
man called Bishop Pike an “ecclesiasti- 
cal deviate.” 


The editorial also was critical of his 
statement that ‘‘no one who has served 
in the bishopric really wants to be in 
it fundamentally; he generally feels 
he is ‘caught.’ ” 


“A happy bishop,” the publication 
said, “rejoicing in the God-given op- 
portunity to love and nourish and serve 
a whole lot of God’s children in self- 
sacrificing humility would not feel 
‘caught,’ nor would he get all tangled 
up with the scientism that makes every- 
thing outside of a test-tube look ri- 
diculous. If this kind of bishop had 
really done business with Jesus, he 
would have come so to love Him that 
the details of His historical and con- 
tinuing life would drop gently into 
place.” 


PAGE 4 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / APRIL 19, 


Prelate Cites Danger 
Of Overthrow by Reds 


BOSTON (RNS) — Richard Cardi- 
nal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, 
sounded a strong warning here against 
what he termed Russian espionage 
aimed at the overthrow of the United 
States government. 


In a statement entitled “Communist 
Party Damage in the United States,” 
the prelate said current Soviet “peace 
gestures” may “blind us to the decla- 
ration of undying war upon the United 
States.” As an example, he pointed 
to a Moscow manifesto issued in No- 
vember, proclaiming the U. S. to be 
“the chief enemy of the peoples of 
the world.” 


The Cardinal asked, ‘“‘Would it not 
be a good idea at the present moment 
to demand of Soviet Russia that it re- 
pudiate completely the manifesto of 
the 81 Communist Parties? 


“Beyond that a second condition 
which might be made before we en- 
gage in any more talk with Soviet 


Russia would be the insistence that 
it disband the Communist Party of 
the United States.” 


(Editor’s Note — we would like to 
see one — just one — official of the 
National Council of Churches take the 
position this Roman Catholic prelate 
has taken.) 





N. Y. House Approves 
Labeling of Movies 


ALBANY, N. Y. (RNS) — A bill 





authorizing the New York Board of 
Regents’ licensing division to designate 
which motion pictures are “acceptable” 
for children was passed by the Assem- 
bly, 125-17, and sent to the Senate. 


Under this legislation the division, 
which now has the power to ban movies 
in the state on grounds of obscenity, 
would recommend to parent and civic 
groups those films which it regards 
suitable for a young audience. 





In Christ we are free, but not ir- 
responsible-—Henry A. Bast 





Narcotics War Setback Blamed on Vesisun 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—Fed- 
eral Narcotics Commissioner Harry J. 
Anslinger sharply protested here 
against the defeat of a key provision 
in a proposed new international con- 
vention against narcotics and blamed 
it on a last-minute objection by the 
Vatican. 

The provision would have recom- 
mended civil commitment of known 
narcotics addicts to hospitals, a pro- 
cedure similar to that for commitment 
of persons with mental disease and 
to that in a growing number of coun- 
tries for commitment of chronic 
alcoholics. 


The Holy See, participating in the 
70-nation conference in its capacity 
as a sovereign state, objected on the 
ground it might interfere with “basic 
human rights.” 

Basis of the Vatican’s concern was 
apparently a fear that it would give 
Communist nations a new legal pre- 
tense for persecution of Catholic bish- 
ops, priests, and laymen. 

Following the statement of the Vat- 
ican’s objections, which was present- 
ed by Msgr. Timothy J. Flynn of New 
York, who represented the Holy See, 
a majority of the Catholic countries 
of Europe and Latin America with- 
drew their support and abstained, and 
the provision, strongly supported by 


the United States 
down to defeat. 


delegation, went 


Commitment of drug addicts to hos- 
pitals, instead of jail, has been a long- 
term crusade by Mr. Anslinger, who 
has headed the Treasury’s narcotic 
bureau for 31 years, a term of service 
outranked in federal law enforcement 
only by the 36 years in which J. Ed- 
gar Hoover has headed the F. B. I. 


“We had been meeting for nine 
weeks and during most of that time 
the Holy See had no one present,” as- 
serted Mr. Anslinger. ‘They had re- 
ceived a copy of the original draft 
convention that was circulated, and 
voiced no objection. At the last min- 
ute, when delegates were preparing 
to vote, and more than one-third 
were absent, they came in with this 
statement and, of course, the Cath- 
olic delegates had no option than to 
follow the position of their Church.” 


* * * a * 


(Editor’s note — Here is the Ro- 
man Church not simply telling indi- 
viduals what to do, but in its capacity 
as a “sovereign state” telling sov- 
ereign states what to do. Here is an 
American working for a foreign power 
against his own government. _Inci- 
dentally, did you see this story in your 
daily paper?) 
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Capital Punishment 
... Right and Necessary 


The current all-out campaign to 
abolish capital punishment is a rather 
curious phenomenon of our age — 
curious because it is not only world- 
wide (every country has its agitators 
against the death penalty) but also 
because it does not reflect any single 
religion or culture. 


Whether in Indonesia, Ghana or the 
U. S.; whether among Moslems, Budd- 
hists or avowed atheists — forces are 
being marshalled against capital pun- 
ishment with equal enthusiasm. The 
Indian government has under advise- 
ment a measure outlawing the death 
penalty. Even Soviet Russia has 
abolished capital punishment for oth- 
er than “political” crimes. 


Obviously, therefore, one must look 
beyond the religious angle to under- 
stand why so many people represent- 
ing so many different viewpoints 
should suddenly consider it barbarous 
to punish human beings with death. 


The overture approved by the 1960 
General Assembly, which has resulted 
in the report of the Christian Relations 
Committee to the 1961 Assembly 
(p. 7, this issue) spoke of “sociologi- 
eal” and “humanitarian” considera- 
tions as well as the “guidance to be 
had from the Scriptures.” Quite evi- 
dently, social considerations in this 
matter have been placed on a par with 
any religious considerations. 


Sociologically the campaign probab- 
ly reflects the universal revulsion 
most people feel at the wholesale kill- 
ing which has been going on for too 
many centuries. Buddhists, Hindus 
and Christians alike are weary of 
man’s demonstrated inhumanity to 
man. Thus the interest of abolitionists 
of capital punishment may partly be 
explained as a reaction against killing 
in general. 


The educator may have another in- 
terest in the matter. Certain modern 
philosophies of education advance the 
theory that education and environ- 
ment are able to accomplish those re- 
forms for which punishment has tra- 
ditionally been meted out. In other 
words it is popularly believed that the 
best way to stop crime and lawlessness 
is to educate the criminal; that punish- 
ment does no good. 


A great deal is being written today 
against the principle of punishment as 
such. Penalties of any kind — these 
authors claim — are valid only if they 
effect the rehabilitation of the crimi- 
nal. The aim of Justice — it is said 
— is to reconcile and redeem. Quite 
obviously there is no reconciliation 
possible after capital punishment has 
been inflicted. And education never 
has a chance to “restore to society” 
the man whose sentence snuffs out his 
life. 


Again, we seem to be living in a 
time when “life” is prized above all 
things: honor, virtue, patriotism, her- 
oism ... justice. Fewer and fewer 
moderns believe that life should be 
sacrificed (or taken) for any reason. 
We even see this reverence for physi- 
cal life in the practice of medicine 
where the valid and fundamental duty 
to respect life has often been expand- 
ed into the obligation to keep soul anc 
body together under any circum- 
stances, at all costs, as long as pos- 
sible, regardless of the pain or other 
consequences. 


If “life” (human existence) is more 
to be desired than anything else in 
all the universe, there is obviously 
little justification for ever denying it. 
If man’s inalienable and ultimate pos- 
session is his life, one might properly 
question the right of anyone to take it. 


THE EDITOR 


Within the “vristian community (in 
addition to the other considerations, 
above) it is widely believed that the 
Christian “ethic”? demands the aboli- 
tion of capital punishment. Some 
Christian leaders declare that the New 
Testament modifies the Old Testa- 
ment in this respect and that “Jesus 
Christ would have rejected capital 
punishment” (Charles L. Allen). 


The report of the Christian Rela- 
tions Committee does not go so far 
as to say that the New Testament cor- 
rects the old or that Christ would not 
have agreed with the Law (we still 
believe the Old Testament to be in- 
spired). However, the report argues 
that the New Testament “ethic of 
love” effectively forbids capital pun- 
ishment and that the process of reha- 
bilitation which is “God’s redemption” 
should not be denied any man. 


EXAMINE THE ARGUMENTS 


It is possible that all of the premises 
upon which the abolition of the death 
penalty is argued may be questioned. 


To begin with, it is beside the point 
to contend that there has been entirely 
too much killing in the history of the 
world. There has indeed been too 
much unjustified killing, but if men 
continue to justify the death penalty 
by their actions and capital punish- 
ment is what they deserve then cap- 
ital punishment continues to be the 
answer regardless of the record of 
their ancestors. 


Furthermore, there is no validity 
to the argument: “Capital punish- 
ment has nct abolished murder so let’s 
abolish capital punishment.” This 
contention is first cousin to the argu- 
ment: “Christianity has been in the 
world 2,000 years and it has not 
abolished sin, so let’s abolish Christi- 
anity.” 
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Sometimes the argument is ad- 
vanced that “there is no substantial 
evidence that capital punishment has 
decreased crime anywhere at any 
time” (Charles L. Allen). That con- 
tention is amply covered by the mi- 
nority report to this Assembly (p. 8). 
It, too, is essentially a non-valid argu- 
ment. It is much like saying: “there 
is no evidence that laws against steal- 
ing have reduced thievery.”” One can 
submit little evidence to that effect 
because there have always been laws 
against stealing. Moreover, despite 
man’s larcenous nature, laws against 
stealing are still necessary ... and 
good. 


The popular notion that the answer 
to crime is better education exhibits 
two serious flaws: 


1) It is not true that criminal ten- 
dencies are less observable among 
more educated people. Some of the 
most senseless and cruel crimes have 
been committed by persons of highest 
education and advantages, witness the 
sensational Leopold and Loeb case of 
the 20’s. And, 


2) No Christian would contend that 
the answer to evil is education. The 
answer to evil is the grace of God or 
the restraining power of God: the one 
to regenerate, the other to control. 


If we think that human passion and 
greed can be changed by precept and 
example we are strange Christians in- 
deed. A man like Caryl Chessman, 
who thinks nothing of forcing unnat- 
ural sex acts upon kidnapped women 
— and who goes to his death sneering 
at God — is not changeable by ped- 
agogy, precept or even punishment. 


Most important of all, it is a serious 
mistake to assume that law and order 
prevaiis upon this troubled earth (that 
most people behave themselves) be- 
cause they have a true, inner disposi- 
tion to godliness and good behavior— 
that if the restraints imposed by police 
force or the threat of force were re- 
moved, people would still behave. 
Only a small percentage of any so- 
ciety gives evidence of being truly re- 
deemed. Being Presbyterians we also 
believe that the percentage which 
gives evidence of being truly redeemed 
is the same percentage of those re- 
deemable — that is of those who are 
ever going to be redeemed. 


It seems hardly necessary, in other 
words, to argue that human behavior, 
generally speaking, is held in check 
not by conscience as much as by coer- 
cion: by laws, restraints and prohibi- 
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tion . . . in short by force or the fear 
of force. The fear which makes peo- 
ple behave may be simply fear of 
convention or of public displeasure, 
but it is, nevertheless, fear. 


PUNISHMENT AS A PENALTY 


Punishment, however, is not admin- 
istered solely as a deterrent to misbe- 
havior. Punishment is primarily ad- 
ministered as a penalty: “For every 
action there is an equal and opposite 
reaction.” The principle of penalty 
is an unalterable law of the universe: 
“The soul that sinneth it shall die.” 
Someone has said, “You don’t break 
God’s laws; you violate God’s laws and 
they break you!” 


The person who commits a crime in- 
curs a penalty. He is not simply liable 
to rehabilitation, he is subject to pun- 
ishment. And this is true whether 





A total of 49 convicted criminals 
were executed under civil law in 
1959, one more than the all-time 
low of 48 recorded in 1958. Of 
the executions, 41 were for murder, 
8 for rape. — U. S. Department of 
Justice annual report. 











or not others may be deterred by what 
happens to him. If there is no pen- 
alty, if there is only rehabilitation and 
redemption, then crime is committed 
with impunity. 


Let me make myself perfectly clear: 
A child, washing dishes in the sink, 
drops a dish and breaks it. You do 
not punish the child, you teach him 
how to wash dishes without breaking 
them. There is no penalty here, there 
is only “redemption.” A _ teenager 
“borrows” a car and, being unskilled 
in driving, wrecks it. He didn’t know 
what he was doing so he is better in- 
structed, taught the danger of mod- 
ern traffic and the reasons why high- 
powered machinery must be treated 
with respect. Again, there is no pen- 
alty, there is only “redemption.” A 
young man goes berserk and from emo- 
tional instability and social maladjust- 
ment wreaks havoc in a neighborhood, 
perhaps killing a few people against 
whom he imagines that he has a 
“orudge.”’ But his emotional instabil- 
ity and his social maladjustment are 
blamed and he is placed under the care 
of a psychiatrist until he can be “re- 
stored safely to society.” Again, 
there is no penalty, there is only “re- 
demption.” 


But a society is sick, sick, sick 
which ignores or denies that a viola- 
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tion of fundamental law, a wrong Con 
done or crime committed, incurs ,; 101: 
penalty as well as the privilege of re. Chi 
habilitation. ‘Man is inclined to eyj 
as the sparks fly upward.” That evi ff 
issues in acts of evil against himselt 
against his neighbor and against Goi § 
Such evil sets in motion inexorabk 
laws which are very the warp and woo! 
of the universe: “For every actionff 
there is an equal and opposite rea. 
tion.” And the reward of evil is not 
simply rehabilitation. Evil must firs 
and foremost be penalized or Goodnes 
is mocked. 

God is interested in the salvatioy 
of evil men and Christ Jesus came t 
redeem sinners. But God’s love ani 
Christ’s redemption do not overlook ( 
the necessity for a penalty. Owf bly 
Lord’s Atonement was first and fore tiar 
most a satisfaction of divine justice— J of 
a coming to terms with the eterna’ — ma 
penalty of sin. on 

Furthermore, the work of Christ As 
Jesus was first and foremost an eter. and 

‘ . the 

nal redemption, not a temporal re. 
demption. The liability always r-— “** 
mains, even for the redeemed. Wher Ai 
David sinned against God in the cax§ °™* 
of Uriah and Bathsheba, he found for. °* 
giveness. But the temporal liability . 
remained and inexorably followed. tee 
THE CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE Me 

This brings us to the Christian per-f— ma 
spective in the matter of punishment} era 
and, especially, capital punishment.f ho 
This perspective includes 3 considera > “h 
tions: 1) What God commands, 2)§ sid 
What the Christian “ethic”? demands,— tiv 
and 3) What is most desirable from ‘ 
the spiritual standpoint, relating to Ok 


sinner’s salvation. 


It should be recognized, at the out- 
set, that most Christians tend to cor- 
fuse the Christian personal ethic with 
the requirements of social order. In 
other words, we tend to apply what 
the Bible teaches us about how we— 
personally — should behave toward: 
our neighbors with what the Bible 
teaches about how to preserve order it 
society. And there’s a big difference 


As a Christian, I should adopt 2 
attitude of charity towards the burgla! 
who breaks into my home in the night 
and shoots me in the effort to escape 
But it would obviously be foolish t 
apply the Christian personal principle 
of “turn the other cheek” to the prob- 
lem of law enforcement. Only chao: 
would ensue if the state adopted 3 
“forget it’ attitude towards all wh 


(Cont. on p. 8, col. 2) 
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Continuing the report of business before the 
101st General Assembly of the Presbyterian 


| Church, U. S., at Dallas, April 27 - May 2. 


VI. Agency Reports 


(Note — The 1960 General Assem- 
bly instructed the Committee on Chris- 
tian Relations to make a study (1) 
of capital punishment, and (2) of 
marriage and family life. The report 
on capital punishment is ready for this 
Assembly. The report on marriage 
and family life will be presented to 
the 1962 Assembly. The report on 
capital punishment is not unanimous. 
A minority report, signed by at least 
one member of the committee, is also 


offered to the Assembly.) 


The majority report of the Commit- 
tee on Christian Relations, relating to 
capital punishment, bases its findings 
not only on Scripture but also on “hu- 
manitarian and sociological” consid- 
erations, although it does not explain 
how the Church is to determine which 
“humanitarian and sociological’ con- 
siderations it is to accept as authorita- 
tive in its pronouncements. 


The report acknowledges that the 
Old Testament “contains stern pass- 


(Christian Relations) 


ages on the subject of capital punish- 
ment,” but it argues that with one 
exception the Old Testament precepts 
no longer apply. That exception is in 
the case of murder. At the same time, 
the report argues that even in the 
case of murder the experience of Moses 
and the Egyptian would suggest that 
one who has taken the life of another 
need not lose his own. 


Examining the New Testament, the 
report claims that a new perspective 
entered the picture with the “appli- 
cation of the ethic of love.” This 
“ethic of love was unquestionably re- 
latable . . . to the state’s treatment 
of law-breakers.”’ 


Considerable attention is given to 
the argument that “while there is life 
there is some possibility of redemption 
. . . This in turn rests upon belief in 
the law of love ... To assert that any 
murderer is incorrigible and therefore 
beyond the reach of the redemptive 
power is to deny that that power is 


as great as the New Covenant asserts 
that it is.” 


Under the heading of “humanitarian 
and sociological considerations,” the 
report argues five ways: 1) That there 
is no proof the crime rate has de- 
creased where capital punishment has 
been applied; 2) That there is inequity 
in the application of the penalty, less 
than one percent of “eligible” of- 
fenders ever being executed; 3) That 
the innocent are sometimes executed 
by a system that ascribes “infallibil- 
ity to judges, jurymen, witnesses, 
counsel, law-enforcement officers and 
other assistants”; 4) That capital 
punishment is essentially vengeance or 
retaliation, appealing to “primitive in- 
stincts”; 5) That capital punishment 
eliminates the possibility of rehabilita- 
tion, of “God’s redemption,” for “no 
man is totally incorrigible.” 


* * * « > 


The minority report is signed by 
Judge Leon F. Hendrick, a Circuit 





Principal Commissioners,Dallas Assembly 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 


Norfolk 


Appomattox Elders: 
Ministers: P. Cary Adams, John K. Roberts, Z. E. Lewis, C. H. p 
Watts. , Mini otomeac 
Elders: Fred L. Showalter, Clement A. Snyder, Jr., J. A. NaInIStECTS: 
Burke, James H. Rowan. Elders: 


Hanover 
Ministers: 


Elders: Frank W. Render, James E. Crinkley, Robert W. West, Jr 
Haines, R. E. Cabell, Jr., Claude Bradshaw, W. T. _ : an 
Thompson, Jr. 

_ Lexington f Bluestone 

Ministers: Herbert S. Turner, Frank L. Goodman, W. C. Jami- Ministers: 
son, Don L. Bartley, Joseph R. Woody, William N. Elders: 

Clark, Jr. Greenbrier 

Elders: J. M. Brownlee, Clarence Wenger, Francis P. Miller, Ministers: 

W. C. Pancake, Elmer F. Wine, Joseph B. Graham. Elders: 
Montgomery Kanawha 
Ministers: Samuel R. Hope, D. Kirk Hammond, Walker B. Ministers: 
Healey, James Harris Stephens. 
Elders: Julius F. Prufer, W. Sam Gay, A. E. Davison, Frank H. Elders: 


Pitman. 


Holmes Rolston, James W. Clarke, Raymond P. Sharp, 
William B. Sullivan, Samuel L. Belk, Plumer Smith. 


Winchester 


Ministers: Joseph B. Clower, Jr., Jesse W. Cooke, Jr., S. D. 
McCammon, Jr., Jimmie R. Hollandsworth, Donald 
G. Miller, E. Crowell Cooley. 

L. D. Hall, Sr., W. E. Fluker, Clyde Vick, F. C. 
Woolson, B. K. Rowley, William E. Renn. 


Carl R. Pritchett, George N. Clayman, Charles C. 
Talley, Robert C. Bradford, Jefferson P. Rogers. 
James M. Hunter, Elmer M. Brown, Ian Morrison, 
Willis D. Lawrence, Paul S. Crane. 

Ministers: Lamar F. Neville, Charles C. Cowsert, Leslie T. 


Evers O. Bosley, A. G. Williams, Donald J. Baker. 


SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 


R. P. Robertson, Arthur H. Stevens. 
Elmer Cooke, William Price Bittinger. 


Robert A. oJ. W. Rowe, Jr. 
A. G. Timberlake, 


arshall Shanklin. 


Donald R. Weiglein, John V. Moore, Roger P. 


Melton, William B. Oglesby, David T. Lowman. 


E. H. Penn, Bert H. Early, Vallie E. Toney, J. Kaye 


Trippy, Paul M. Churton. 
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Judge for 6% years and an attorney 
for 41 years. 


Judge Hendrick points out that 
95% of all prisoners ultimately re- 
turn to society, many to commit other 
crimes; that many convicted murderers 
are released by the courts only to 
kill again. 


Arguing that the death penalty in- 
deed deters crime the minority report 
evidences two facts: 1) That in the 
soaring crime statistics in America to- 
day, the murder rate has risen less 
than that of any other type of crime, 
indicating fear of capital punishment; 
and 2) That the incidence of kidnap- 
ping dropped sharply after the Federal 
Government provided the death pen- 
alty for the crime of kidnapping, and 
has remained low ever since. 


The minority report quotes J. Ed- 
gar Hoover: “. .. the service martyr 
plaques of the nation’s police agencies 
are filled with the names of dedicated 
men slain at the hands of gunmen 
who escaped the death penalty or who 
were recipients of ill-advised clem- 
ency.” 


The report concludes by pointing 
out that if the Church should con- 
demn capital punishment as morally 
wrong, then every jury, court and 
judge that has any part in the impo- 
sition of such a penalty would stand 
condemned for committing an immoral 
act. 


(See “Capital Punishment,” p. 5) 





Good works is not the price of a 
ticket to heaven but the proof of a 
right to enter there. 


PUNISHMENT—from p. 6 


wanted to burglarize homes and shoot 
the occupants in the process. But 
what about capital punishment? It 
is the supreme “arm” of the state, the 
“queen” of penalties, so to speak, the 
ultimate “norm” of punishment, re- 
flecting (as it does) God’s judgment 
upon all sin of whatever kind. 


Capital punishment is specifically 
enjoined in the Bible. “‘Whoso shed- 
eth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed” (Gen. 9:6). This com- 
mand is fully agreeable to the Sixth 
Commandment, “Thou shalt not kill” 
(Exodus 20:13), because the two ap- 
pear in the same context. Exactly 25 
verses after saying “Thou shalt not 
kill,” the Law says, “He that smiteth 
a man so that he die, shall be surely 
put to death’ (Exodus 2:12). 


If capital punishment is no longer 
valid, then neither is the Sixth Com- 
mandment. They both come from the 
same Law. 


Capital punishment is not abrogat- 
ed in the New Testament. In the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus Christ 
said that not a jot or tittle of the law 
would be changed by His coming — 
He came not to abrogate but to ful- 
fill (Matt. 5:17-18). As a matter of 
fact, He increased the liability when 
He said that whereas the contempo- 
rary interpretation of the law hailed 
a man into court for killing another, 
His interpretation of the Law made 
a man liable for simply hating an- 
other. 


You cannot argue that Jesus abro- 
gated punishment because He often 
forgave. It was His prerogative to 





DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 


(An attempt to reach the sources of misunderstanding ) 


THE MISUNDERSTANDING — 
That the Westminster Confession of 
Faith is obsolete. That it is an antique 
document good for its day but hardly 
usable in the 20th Century. 


THE CORRECTION — The Confes- 
sion of Faith is to the Presbyterian 
Church what the Constitution of the 
United States is to this country: the 
vital, definitive statement of truth by 
which the Church lives. It is as obso- 
lete as the Constitution; as obsolete on 
account of its age, as the Bible. 


The President of the U. S. swears 


a solemn oath to uphold the Constitu- 
tion. Every minister, elder and deacon 
of the Presbyterian Church swears a 
solemn oath to uphold the Confession 
of Faith. 


The government official who swears 
to the Constitution when he doesn’t 
mean it is committing a solemn per- 
jury. 


The churchman who swears to the 
Confession when he doesn’t mean it 
is worse than a perjurer — he is a 
man of God, without honor. 


forgive. But that prerogative is not 
one that you and I share, for we are 
not God. And there is no reference 
in the life and teachings of Jesus to 
the effect that He abrogated the nat- 
ural consequences of human misdeeds. 
The most famous illustration, that of 
the woman taken in adultery, is a case 
in point. You will find nothing in 
that story to suggest that He said to 
her accusers, “She does not deserve 
to be punished!” 

The Lord Jesus died between two 
victims of capital punishment. And 
He, Himself, died a victim of capital 
punishment. There is nothing in the 
record to suggest that had He been a 
blasphemer, as charged, and had He 
been fairly tried and condemned, He 
should not have been stoned. On the 
cross, He saved the thief’s soul. He 
did not “restore him safely to society.” 


The Apostle Paul did not abrogate 
capital punishment. When on trial, 
he insisted that if he had done any- 
thing worthy of death he refused not 
to die! (Acts 25:11). And in his 
famous essay on political theory (Ro- 
mans 13) he strongly supported the 
“power of the sword” in the hand of 
the magistrate. 


A FINAL CONSIDERATION 


There is one final consideration 
from the Presbyterian or Reformed 
viewpoint. 

It is often argued that capital pun- 
ishment reduces the opportunity to 
reach a criminal for Christ. The ma- 
jority report of Christian Relations 
suggests that we deny “God’s redemp- 
tion” to men who are put to death be- 
fore they are rehabilitated. 


Aside from the practical truth of 
the matter (most condemned men turn 
to religion for the very reason that 
they are condemned) there are _ the- 
ological considerations which make 
this argument a strange one in the 
mouth of any Calvinist. 


Presbyterians do not believe that 
man decides who will accept Christ 
and when. Presbyterians believe that 
God Himself decides who will accept 
Christ and when. No man ever cuts 
off another from eternal redemption 
by taking his life . . . before the Lord 
had a fair chance to do anything with 
him. It would not be mortally pos- 
sible to send an unsaved man into 
eternity whom God had marked for 
salvation. No man _ frustrates the 
grace of God by denying to another 
the possibility of “God’s redemption” 
through capital punishment. 


That’s the theology of it. 
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Vil. Ad Interim Report: Reprobation 


Note — The 1958 Assembly author- 
ized a committee to clarify and to rec- 
ommend a revision, if necessary, of 
paragraphs 3, 4 and 7 of Chapter III 
of the Confession of Faith, having to 
do with reprobation or the “negative” 
side of predestination. The paragraphs 
in question affirm that the lost 
(without Christ) were foreordained to 
everlasting death. 


Despite an evident disinclination to 
receive the disputed sections of the 
Confession, the report of the com- 
mittee is one of the most able the- 
ological documents to come before the 
Church in a long while. The report 
is necessarily technical, involved and 
profound. It will make hard reading 
for many — perhaps most — of the 
commissioners. Suggestions for re- 
vision of the recommendations (should 
any be offered) will probably be de- 
bated at such a level that it will be 
difficult to understand the points be- 


ing raised. The vote, when it is tak- 
en, will more likely reflect the 
“mind” of the Assembly respecting 


the overall integrity of the Confession 
of Faith than it reflects the accurate 
theological opinion of 500 ruling and 
teaching elders. 


A brief summary of the commit- 
tee’s report will probably be more 
helpful than any detailed discussion: 


1) The committee points out that 
the Westminster Confession contains 
a stronger statement of reprobation 
than the other major creeds of the 
Reformed family, comparing the perti- 
nent sections of the Scots Confession 
of 1560 and the Second Helvetic Con- 
fession of 1566. 


2) The committee recognizes that 
the Bible teaches God’s wrath, the 
hardening of men’s hearts, judgment 
and eternal punishment. 


3) At the same time the committee 
contends that any treatment of repro- 
bation must reflect the Scriptural 
teaching that God desires all men to 
be saved. 
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4) The committee interprets pre- 
destination and election as doctrines 
of positive and redeeming grace, not 
as doctrines of rejection or reproba- 
tion. The heart of its theological po- 
sition is given thus: “The total Bib- 
lical witness must be taken into ac- 
count in dealing with the question of 
‘double predestination.’ . . . That is, 
we must take with complete serious- 
ness the dark side, but we must never 
forget or ignore, or in any way make 
questionable, that which is primary, 
namely God’s electing grace in Jesus 
Christ. We cannot proclaim a uni- 
versalism, but neither can we suggest 
a powerless grace of God in Christ or 
a wickedness of men which is too 
powerful for it.” 


5) Believing that theology finds it- 
self in a “tension” with respect to 
these matters which it cannot finally 
resolve, the committee nevertheless 
believes and asks the Assembly to 
recognize that the Bible does not 
teach “an eternal negative decree’’— 
namely that some men are foreor- 
dained to eternal death. It asks the 
Assembly to declare that this part of 











“Now don’t worry — we're only 
gonna water it down a bit.” 





The talented artist whose work 
appears on this page is the Rev. 
Henry Hope, assistant pastor of 
First Church, Jackson, Miss. 











the Confession “is not an adequate 
statement of Christian faith.” 


6) The committee recommends no 
change in Chapter III of the Confes- 
sion because “any revision would 
destroy the unity of the creed with- 
out solving the problem.” 


7) The committee recommends that 
a contemporary (new) Confession of 
Faith be drafted by the Reformed 
community of Churches and that the 
Theological Department of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches be 
asked to consider such a task. 


« * * « * 


Because of the considerations men- 
tioned above (Note, first para- 
graph), we are inclined to favor the 
adoption of the report of the com- 
mittee with one change: We would 
hate to see the Assembly go on rec- 
ord as of the opinion that any part 
of the Confession “is not an adequate 
statement of Christian faith.” We 
wish that phrase were stricken from 
the report for it will be repeatedly 
alluded to, in the future, by those 
who would justify other departures 
from the creedal position of the 
Church. 


If this General Assembly officially 
deplores one of the articles of its 
faith, without casting such an action 
within the context of a total con- 
sideration of the entire theology of 
the creed, we can expect henceforth 
to find it very difficult to enforce 
the principle of “receiving and adopt- 
ing the Confession of faith” — for 
it will be argued, on the basis of “the 
mind of the 1961 Assembly,” that the 
Church has already declared a part 
of its Confession to be unChristian. 


1¢61 











- EDITORIALS 


A Date With Destiny 


The last several issues of the Jour- 
nal have been heavy very heavy, 
in point of fact — as we have dis- 
cussed weighty matters before the 
Church and other weighty matters 
scheduled to come before the General 
Assembly. 





Before no other General Assembly 
in this generation have as many mat- 
ters of definitive importance come as 
will be laid before this Centennial 
Assembly. 


In a sense the cumulative effect of 
100 years of history will be deposited 
in the lap of one General Assembly 
— to study, to evaluate, and to chart 
for the next 100 years. 


Almost every important area of the 
Church’s life is represented in the 
large number of definitive statements 
which have been prepared for this 
Assembly’s approval; or in the pro- 
posals calling on the Assembly to take 
action. 


It is as though 520 commissioners 
were being asked to do in brief what 
the famed Westminster Assembly of 
divines took six long years to do: 
evaluate the total structure of the 
Church and plant foundations that 
will last into a new century. 


—This Assembly is being asked to 
evaluate its heart doctrine of Predesti- 
nation and pass judgment on one of 
the thorniest questions in all theology. 


—This Assembly will study a State- 
ment of belief which will declare to 
the world the whole faith of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. 


—One report to this Assembly will 
have the effect of asking it to over- 
haul the Church’s philosophy of Mis- 
sions, both in theory and in admin- 
istration. 


—This Assembly will decide whether 
to undergird a $1,250,000 new litera- 
ture program for the Church. 


—This Assembly is being asked to 
take the Church out of the Reformed 
body of Churches and into the Ecu- 
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menical Church via the “Blake-Pike” 
plan of Church union. 


—In a counter-proposal, this Assem- 
bly is being asked to make the Presby- 
terian Church national in scope but 
Presbyterian in fact. 


—This Assembly is being asked to 
evaluate the whole philosophy of its 
student work program and decide 
whether to make it Presbyterian or 
turn it over to the one-world Church. 


—This Assembly is being asked to de- 
cide whether its constitution is bind- 
ing and to be obeyed, or whether it 
is to be considered so flexible as to 
permit changes in the basic vows of 
the eldership. 


—This Assembly is being asked to 
enact into law a new Book of Church 
Order. 


—This Assembly will pass judgment 
on Capital Punishment. 


—This Assembly will approve or dis- 
approve a_ definitive document on 
Stewardship for future use through- 
out the Church. 


—This Assembly will decide whether 
to make the General Council an 
agency for “long-range planning” in 
line with a resolution passed by the 
General Assembly of the National 
Council of Churches in December. 


—If it ratifies the action of the last 
Assembly, this Assembly will elect a 
“Permanent Theological Committee’’ 
with duties unspecified and authority 
undefined — but which could well be- 
come a sort of “supreme court” in the 
Church, passing on all matters from 
the Confession of Faith to the loyalty 
of a youth program. 


As we have plowed through these 
matters (and many others) we have 
been almost overwhelmed with the 
magnitude of it all. Our prayer is 
that the Lord Himself will kindle fires 
of devotion to the calling to which 
the commissioners to the 101st Gen- 
eral Assembly are being called; and 
grant them spiritual wisdom and un- 


derstanding in the exercise of their 
stewardship. 


* * * * * 


Last week a Presbyterian elder, 
speaking before a gathering of Pres- 
byterian men, was quoted in Religious 
News Service to this effect: “The 
miracles ascribed to Jesus eventually 
will be explained through Biblical, 
archaeological and scientific research 

. I do not think the miracles re- 
corded in the New Testament are the 
things we must believe to have eternal 
life . . . What Christians must believe 
is that the principles for living which 
Jesus laid down constitute the best 
and only guide to life.” 


We earnestly hope there are none 
among those who will decide the next 
100 years of the Church’s life whose 
faith reaches no higher than that 
elder’s. 





Cross Currents 


In Federal Aid 


The current hassle over Federal aid 
to education has resulted in some in- 
teresting cross currents of opinion 
and influence. Most interesting, of 
course, is the way the opinion of re- 
ligious groups has been swayed by 
pocketbook considerations. 


Protestants, generally, have opposed 
the Federal aid to parochial or Church 
schools. Roman Catholics have cre- 
ated almost incredible pressure favor- 
ing such aid. 


A notable exception in the Protes 
tant camp has been the conservative 
Christian Reformed Church, which has 
followed the Roman Catholic line in 
appearances before the Congressional 
sub-committee. And why has this faith- 
ful representative of the Reformed 
tradition taken sides with the advo- 
cates of Federal money for Church 
schools? We don’t know, but the 
Christian Reformed Church operates 
more Christian, or parochial, schools 
than any other Protestant denomina- 
tion. 


Following its 
policy, the 


socialistic 
Council of 


general 
National 
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Churches has come out very strongly 
for Federal aid to education, but equal- 
ly strongly against aid to Church 
schools. We are inclined to believe 
that there is a mild contradiction in the 
NCC’s position, which on the one hand 
insists on government control and the 
Church’s right to speak to govern- 
ment; and on the other hand denies 
the validity of Federal support of 
Church schools on the grounds of the 
principle of “separation.” 





Independent Papers 


The Presbyterian Church, U. S., is 
probably unique among American de- 
nominations in that three independent 
Church papers are published within 
its bounds and circulated largely 
among its membership. 


Unfortunate indeed is that institu- 
tion (Church or State) within which 
the source of news and information 
is only the “official” press. We have 
repeatedly observed the effect on pub- 
lie and private opinion alike when the 
people get only one side of an issue. 


On the other hand, we have repeat- 
edly observed the helpful effect when 
the policies and the program of any 
institution (Church or State) are sub- 
jected to discussion and review in an 
uncontrolled, independent, free press. 


The Presbyterian Journal stands 
squarely for the historic Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ according to the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Faith. 
Even those who disagree with this pa- 
per cannot gainsay the fact that the 
position of the Journal does not devi- 
ate from the confessional position of 
the Church it serves. 


As we take stock of the past in this 
Centennial year of the Church, and 
look to the future, it is with gratitude 
to God for His evident blessing and 
with great confidence in the value 
and the strength of this constantly 
growing ministry. 





No one is a fit teacher in the church 
who has not been the disciple of the 
Son of God, and rightly instructed in 
His school, since His authority alone 
ought to prevail.—John Calvin 





A Layman And His Church 






Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


IS OUR DAGON FALLING? 


To the world at large the dollar is 
the symbol of America. In large meas- 
ure this is caused by the disparity be- 
tween our standard of living and that 
of other countries. Our standard of 
living is advertised by the films, mag- 
azines and books exported. It has 
been highlighted by our use of money 
as a means of winning friends and 
maintaining a balance of power against 
world Communism. It has been dem- 
onstrated by the lavishness of Ameri- 
cans living abroad (both military and 
civilian personnel). It has been furth- 
er emphasized by the careless admin- 
istration of great sums of money and 
material in our general “foreign aid” 
program. 


The impression of other nations is 
far more accurate than we care to ad- 
mit. We do live on a scale the world 
views with envy. Gadgets to make 
life more comfortable are a national 
obsession. We as a nation glory in 
the power, prestige and ease which 
have become a part of what we con- 
sider normal living. 


Corporations which have tolerated 
price fixing (in a boasted “competitive 
market of free enterprise’) stand in 
judgment. Labor unions which have 
consistently forced up the cost of pro- 
duction with accompanying feather 
bedding, demands for excessive fringe 
benefits—at the same time slowing 
down productivity of the individual— 
are equally to blame. 


The fact remains that selfishness 
and greed, accompanied by a desire 
for “gracious living” and a down-grad- 
ing of the privilege of work, have eaten 
into the moral fiber of our nation un- 
til we have become soft — ripe for 
judgment. 


But for its tragic effect the repeat- 
ed trumpetings of some politicians 
would be ludicrous. These men are 
talking us into a depression as surely 
as a healthy person may be talked into 
invalidism by repeated suggestion. 


All of this combines into a pattern 
Christians should note. 


If gold has become America’s god; 
if materialism has supplanted spiritual 
values; if we think our problems can 
be settled at the secular and material 
level; if humanism is becoming our 
religion — then the idols we worship 
may be toppling from their pedestals 
because God is not mocked and that 
which we have sown we shall surely 
reap. 


Inflation, recession, or depression 
may be God’s way of bringing us to 
our senses. A monetary policy which 
has for years flouted the basic laws of 
economics leaves us confronted with 
a dwindling gold reserve. A selfish 
electorate which has demanded of the 
government benefits and _ services 
which can only be provided by infla- 
tionary measures is equally to blame. 
All of these combine to topple the god 
we worship. 


There are many parallels between 
the man destroyed by his own lustful 
conquests and the nation which looks 
at life with the eyes of materialistic 
and humanistic values only to have 
them crumble as ashes in one’s hands 
by the sheer weight of the counter 
forces they generate. 


Our Lord has given to all who will 
accept it an infallible basis for eco- 
nomic security (not riches but ad- 
equacy) — “But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be add- 
ed unto you.” (Matt. 6:33). 


And again: “No man can serve two 
for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon.” 


masters: 


If we have made gold our God now 
is the time to repent. If we have set 
store on riches we need a new visicn 
of the things which will last fur 
eternity. 


More than gold, America needs God. 





It is good to be well born, but it is 
essential to be born again. 
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the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE ... 


The quotation “no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 


was their goal to make Belk-Simpson’s a store 


of the people, for the people. 


So, all who made 


up the store family, were encouraged to give of 


their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 


generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 


an integral part of the South 





28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Cv. 


Greenville, S. C. 





J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 


Greenville, S. 


A. M. Smith, Mer.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 


Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Camden, 


a. Hagins, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Cc. 


Laurens, 


Jd. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson » 
Abbeville, S. 


J. S. Hagins, _ -Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 


Clinton, S. C. 
Ww. 


L. Hubbard, Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. 


Cc. 


E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C 


W. M. Gettys, Megr.-Prop. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 


Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mer.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Corbin, Ky. 


Mgr.-Prop. 


W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Frankfort, Ky. 


E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Bainbridge, Ga. 


M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mer.-Prop 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 

J. A. McCaskill, 





Mgr.-Prop. 
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I. LESSON INTRODUCTION: 


The lesson for today is the concluding chapter of the Book of Job. 
Some critics of the Bible try to tell us that this last chapter was 
added as an afterthought — that it is only loosely connected with 
Those who take this position usually as- 
sume that the book was written by some man whose spiritual 
ception was just as imperfect and fallible as ours. But if we believe 
that all Scripture is God-breathed (II Tim. 3:16), we must believe 
that this last chapter of Job contains a fundamental part of the 
it is ye likely that this 
rom the book would 


the preceding chapters. 


total story of this man Job. In fact, 
final chapter is so important that its absence 
leave the story of Job’s life very incomplete. 


The Holy Spirit who inspired all of God's revelation 
surely had a purpose in causing this last chapter to 
be added. May that same Spirit guide us and illumi- 
nate our minds and hearts as we consider it prayerfully. 


Il. CHAPTER 42 IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
WHOLE BOOK. 


There can be no doubt that the connections, both 
literary and spiritual, between chapter 42 and the pre- 
ceding chapters, are both plain and important. Let 
us look at some of these connections. 


1. Climax. All the lines of the first part of the 
story reach their grand and glorious climax in the 
closing chapter. Here is the finale that brings all the 
issues to their grand consummation. Without this 
chapter all the others would lose their meaning: the 
mystery would still be unsolved. 


2. Characters. Job, true to his place in the first 
part of the story, appears as the principal character 
in the closing part. Here he stands vindicated. Job's 
three friends also appear here in their true character. 
They are reproved for their attitude toward Job. Satan 
does not appear here; for it is obvious by now that 
his charge against Job has been utterly disproved. Nor 
does Elihu appear here; for his conclusions were so 
nearly true that there is no criticism to be made 
against him. 


3. Conviction. Job finally comes under deep con- 
viction (verse 6). Up until this time Job has been 
more inclined to defend himself against the charges 
of his friends than he has been to defend God’s provi- 
dence toward him—even though he could not under- 
stand it. Now he is ready to look at things from God's 
standpoint; now he is ready (see verses 3 and 4 where he 
cites God’s own words as his own) to admit that God’s 
government of the world does not have to agree with 
his own finite understanding. 


4. Certainty. No longer is the status of Job or the 
cause of his affliction a subject for debate. The mist 
of uncertainty has now disappeared. What was seen 


By THE REV. WICK BROOMALL. TH.M. 
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Lesson for April 30, 1961 


WHEN GOD’S WISDOM PREVAILS 


Bible Material: Job 42 


Psalm 34:1-8 


Devotional Reading: 


Memory Selection: Jeremiah 9:23-24 








only dimly before, because human vision was out of 


focus toward the divine righteousness, now appears 
clearly. The story ends where it should end — abso- 
lutely on the side of God’s justice. 


5. Compensation. Though Satan had suggested 
that Job was a pure mercenary in his service to God 
(Job 1:9-11; 2:4-5), it is plainly evident, from the out- 
come of Job’s life, that Satan’s insinuation was nothing 


but a lie. Nevertheless — for such is the bounty of 
our God — “the Lord gave Job twice as much as he 
had before” (Job 42:10. See Mark 10:29f). 


Let us now focus our attention on this closing chap- 
ter to see what it contains for our spiritual benefit. 
The following propositions set forth main truths: 


1. Man’s final answer to God must always be on 
the level of complete submission to God’s will (14:1-6). 
Job admits God’s power (“I know that Thou canst 
do all things” — American Version), and God’s sov- 
ereign will (“and that no purpose of Thine can be 
restrained”) ; furthermore, using God’s own words 
against him (cf. 38:2f; 40:7), admits his utter misun- 
derstanding of “things too wonderful for me, which 
I knew not” (42:4). Now that he has seen God, that 
is, has seen God’s ways from God’s viewpoint, he 
abhors himself and repents in dust and ashes (42:6). 
Here is where we all must find ourselves if we really 
desire to know the ways of God. 


2. Men are punished by God for words spoken 
adversely against God’s servants (42:7-9). God’s 
wrath was kindled against Eliphaz and his two com- 
panions for the charges they had made against Him 
for His treatment of Job. It is not a light thing to con- 
coct theories about God’s dealings with man. Job, 
for all his weaknesses and infirmities, was on God's 
side. 


3. The righteous man will intercede in behalf of 
the man who has sinned against God (42:8). Here 
we have Job interceding in prayer for the very men 
who had made his life even more miserable. It re- 
minds us of the great intercession made by Moses for 











Israel on Mt. Sinai (Ex. 32:30-35). It reminds us of 
Paul’s searching intercession in behalf of his own peo- 
ple (Rom. 10:1f). The prayer of a righteous man is 
effectual before God (James 5:16). 


4. The strength of a man’s spiritual standing may 
depend on a seemingly small matter (42:10 — “And 
the Lord turned the captivity of Job when he prayed 
for his friends”). Job probably found this truth: that 
the best and most effective way of answering one’s 
critics is to pray for them. How often much depends 
on our attitude in little matters; yet, from God’s stand- 
point, the little things become the difference between 
open or closed doors of blessing. 


5. The kind of “evil” that the Lord brings upon a 
righteous man is always for his good (42:10f). There 
is one kind of “evil” that man himself is the author 
of (James 1:13-15), for God cannot tempt men to sin; 
there is another kind of “evil” (spoken of in Isa. 45:7) 
that God does “create” — but it is the “evil” that we 
associate with some of our afflictions, trials and tribu- 
lations. Job’s “evil” was of this latter kind. We can 
truly affirm that God’s “evil” becomes a blessing in 
its latter end. All this reminds us of a striking par- 
allel: when Joseph was sold into Egypt — which in 
itself was evil. But later Joseph came to see his ex- 
perience as the hand and purpose of God (Gen. 45: 
4-8) . 


6. The Lord’s blessings always outweigh the Lord’s 
“evil” (42:12 — “So the Lord blessed the latter end 
of Job more than his beginning”). Job was blessed 
with possessions, with seven sons and three daughters, 
and with a long and useful life (42:12-17). This is 
a central theme that runs through the lives of the 
great patriarchs — Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, etc. 
God blessed these men materially and spiritually. And 
Job himself belonged to this noble line of faith. 


Ill. CHAPTER 42 IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
ENTIRE BIBLE. 


We are now ready to look at this closing chapter 
in the light of God’s entire revelation. Job’s experi- 
ence followed that of every person who finds God: 


1. Contrition. Job had to come to true contrition 
before the blessing of God rested upon him fully (42: 
6). <A “contrite heart” — often mentioned in the 
Old Testament (Ps. 34:18; 51:17; Isa. 57:17; 66:2) — 
is still one of the indispensable steps in our approach 
to God. 


2. Confession. Job confessed his sinful nature; his 
friends also confessed theirs. We must confess our 


sins one to another and pray for one another (James 
5:16). 


3. Chastisement. All of God’s people, like Job, 
must endure God’s chastening hand. Surely the Book 
of Job is a commentary on what we read in Hebrews 
12:5-12._ God chastens every son whom He receives. 


4. Conversion. It is possible for a true child of 
God to be “converted.” We are not speaking now of 
regeneration. A child of God is born into God's king- 
dom only once; but that child of God may be “con- 
verted” many times as he turns from sin and turns to 
God. Peter was undoubtedly a saved man when our 


Lord addressed to him these words: “when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 23:32). 
The application to Job’s case is quite obvious. 


5. Conciliation. This last chapter of Job depicts 
a threefold reconciliation: (1) God and Job are recon- 
ciled; (2) Job and his friends are reconciled; (3) Job 
is reconciled with himself. The basis of all reconcilia- 
tion, that is, peace between God and man, is the work 
of Christ on Calvary’s Cross. God is the great Recon- 
ciler in Christ (II Cor. 5:18-21). 


6. Confirmation. Job was established in his faith 
as a result of all his sufferings. So it is with all God’s 
saints. How often the Apostle Paul expressed a desire 
that those converted under his ministry be established 
in the faith (Rom. 1:11; 16:25; I Thess. 3:13; II Thess. 
3:13; cf. Ps. 112:8; James 5:8; I Pet. 1:12; 5:10). 


7. Conquest (or Victory). Job came out of his con- 
flicts and testings a conqueror. God had not tested 
him above what he was able to bear, and God also 
brought him through all his testings (I Cor. 10:13). 
Job could easily use Paul’s language in Romans 8:31- 
39; he could join Paul in saying, “we are more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us.” Let us not 
forget this: Job’s experience of trust and triumph can 
be ours today. 


he Children’s Page 


Written and Illustrated by 
WADE C. SMITH 


A Good Gift Book Any Time 
For Children 4 to 14 


Many purchasers on seeing first copy order more. 
One Aunt ordered 5 copies for her army of nieces 
and nephews. One Grandmother ordered 71 copies. 


Here are some of the titles: The Spider and the 
Hands — Swat the Fly — Sparrows — Grasshoppers 
— Born to Soar — Frogs and Fireflies — Bees and 
Nectar and Honey — The Briar and the Roses — The 
Little Foxes — Grandmothers and Mothers — Joseph, 
a Continued Story — Miracles (Ten of them)— 
Sword of the Spirit — The Birth of Jesus — Flight 
Into Egypt — The Boyhood of Jesus — Jonah and 
the Whale — Born Again — Prayer Changes Things— 
A Little Child Shall Lead Them — Judy Won Her 
Teacher — The First Two Brothers — David (A con- 
tinued story) — Golden Apples — He Ran Away — 
Mother’s Day — The Flood — He Lied — Daniel and 
the Lions — She Told it — Ruth — Listening To God 
— The Prodigal Son — A Little Girl’s Christmas 
Story — A Blind Beggar — Down Through The Roof 
— He Loves You — The Ant, A Worker — The Ton- 
gue — Bears and Bugbears — Jesus Loves Children— 
Lost and Found — This Little Light of Mine — A 
Little Lost Sheep — He Climbed A Tree — God 
Chooses A Man — Thanksgiving — Smiles — Stripes 
— Greyfriars’ Bobbie. 


80 Short Stories — Mostly Bible 
Price $1.25 postpaid. Order from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR APRIL 30, 1961 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





General Assembly 


Scripture—Hebrews 11:24-12:2 

Suggested Hymns— 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 


(This program is to take the form of an interview. 
We are suggesting that you interview your minister, 
in person if possible. If he cannot attend your meeting 
in person, go to him beforehand with your list of ques- 
tions, write down his answers, and report them to the 
young people at the meeting. If it happens that your 
church does not have a minister at this time, try to in- 
terview a neighboring minister or a ruling elder who 
has been a commissioner to the General Assembly.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Every 
Presbyterian ought to know what the General Assem- 
bly is. The General Assembly is not a person but the 
highest court (governing body) in the Presbyterian 
Church. (Several years ago a letter was received at 
our church’s General Council office which began “Dear 
General.”) The one hundred and first annual meeting 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S., is now in session at the great Highland Park Presby- 
terian church in Dallas, Texas. The meeting began 
Thursday evening and will continue until all business 
is completed, probably until Tuesday. 


Our program today is in the form of an interview, 
and the General Assembly is our subject. (Introduce 
your guest “authority,” or explain that you have al- 
ready conducted the interview and are ready to report 
the results. Suggestions for the interview follow. Al- 
low the young people to ask their own questions as the 
interview proceeds.) 


Questions for Interview: 


1. What are the voting members of the General As- 
sembly called, and who determines who will serve 
as commissioners? 


2. What is the basis of representation and from what 
bodies? (The presbyteries) . 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 
North Carolina 


Maxton 
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3. Approximately how many commissioners will be 
in attendance at the meeting of the General As- 
sembly? (520). 


4. What is the ratio of ministers to ruling elders? 
(Same number). 


5. What officers does the General Assembly have, 
what are their duties, how are they chosen, and 
what are their terms of office? (Moderator, Stat- 
ed Clerk, Permanent Clerks) . 


6. How are the standing committees chosen, and 
what are their functions? (1960 General Assem- 
bly Minutes, p. 221). 


= 


Approximately how many standing committees 
are there? Name some. (Minutes, p. 23). 


8. What is the relation of the boards and agencies 
of the Church to the standing committees? (Min- 
utes, p. 222). 


9. What is the relation of the boards and agencies 
to the General Assembly? (Minutes, p. 222). 


10. Explain an overture . . . what it is and how it 
works. (Minutes, p. 223). 


11. How is the General Assembly limited by the other 
Church courts? (Book of Church Order). 


12. What are some of the powers the other courts 
have that the General Assembly does not have? 
(Book of Church Order) . 


13. Why is the General Assembly not “all powerful” 
. unlimited in its authority? 


14. Describe the “popular” and inspirational sessions 
of a General Assembly meeting. 


(When there are no further questions from the 
young people, ask the “authority” to sum up his im- 
pressions of the General Assembly.) 


Closing Prayer 


Programs to Come: May 7 “More Than a Hotel”; 
May 14 “All Roads Lead to Home”; May 21 “I Pledge 
Allegiance”; May 28 “It’s My Soap Box”; June 4 “It’s 
My Job Too.” 





Star unto star speaks light, and world to world 
Repeats the passage of the universe 

To God; the Name of Christ—the one great word 
Well worth all languages in earth or Heaven.—Bailey 
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Popular Journal Reprints 


“A MANUAL FOR NEW MEMBERS” 


Bound together in one handy pamphlet, articles by C. Gregg Singer, 
E. C. Scott, G. Aiken Taylor and B. Hoyt Evans. Helpful information 
on Presbyterianism for presentation to new members, use in com- 
municants’ classes and as a study booklet in discussion groups. 


15 cents each, 2 for 25 cents, $10 per hundred. 


ON THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES— 


“The Fifth NCC Assembly: A Report’ by G. Aiken Taylor. 
$1 per dozen, $6 per hundred. 
“The NCC, Its Mission and Message’ by G. Aiken Taylor. 
$1.00 per dozen, $5 per hundred. 
“The National Council of Churches, a Menace to Church and State” 
by Horace H. Hull. 30 cents each, $2 per dozen, $15 per hundred. 


“Should the Southern Presbyterian Church Withdraw From the Na- 
tional Council?’’ by J. P. McCallie. $1 per hundred. 


ON BAPTISM— 


“The Baptism of Infants’ by Ben L. Rose. 
10 cents each, $1 per dozen, $5 per hundred. 

“Baptism by Sprinkling’’ by Ben L. Rose. 
10 cents each, $1 per dozen, $6 per hundred. 

“Why We Baptize Infants” by J. B. Green. 
5 cents each, 50 cents per dozen, $2 per hundred. 


DOCTRINAL— 
“The Christian Faith According to the Shorter Catechism” by Wm. C. 
Robinson. 25 cents each, $2.50 per dozen. 
‘What Presbyterians Believe” by G. Aiken Taylor. $2 per hundred. 
“Theological Beatniks” by G. Aiken Taylor . $2 per hundred. 
DEVOTIONAL— 


"I Say It Now” by L. Nelson Bell. $1 per dozen, $6 per hundred. 


“Tll See You in the Morning” by L. Nelson Bell. 
$1 per dozen, $6 per hundred. 


“The Tide Will Come In Again” by Samuel McPh. Glasgow. 
$1 per hundred. 


“A Meditation on Heaven” by Carl W. McMurray. 
$1.50 per hundred. 


“The Happy Dead” by L. T. Childs. $2 per hundred. 


Order from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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WORLD MISSIONS BOARD 
NAMES 24 APPOINTEES 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Appoint- 
ment of 24 missionaries — the largest 
group ever named at a single meeting 
of the Board of World Missions — 
has been announced here. Included 
are seven who will go to Korea, six 
each to Brazil and Mexico, four to 
Ecuador and one to Japan. 


The appointees, their hometowns 
and fields of work are: 


JAPAN — Miss Lois Grier Moore, 
Orange, Va., three-year term, educa- 
tional. 


ECUADOR — Rev. and Mrs. Robert 
Donald Fitler, Vicksburg, Miss., evan- 
gelistic; Dr. and Mrs. Richard Bur- 
nett Stewart, Belvedere, S. C., medi- 
cal. 


MEXICO — Miss Charlotte Ern- 
estine Hudgins, Fort Worth, Texas, 
medical technologist; Rev. and Mrs. 
Gordon LeRoy Lyle, Decatur and 
Homer, Ga., evangelistic; Robert El- 
bert Reynolds, Richmond, Va., three- 
year term, educational; Mr. and Mrs. 
Gerald Kirkbride Taylor, Jr., Val- 
dosta, Ga., business. 


EAST BRAZIL — Stephen Ping- 
Jen Chang, Fong-lin, Taiwan, and his 
fiancee, Miss Ming-yuan Lin, Taipei, 
Taiwan, educational. 


NORTH BRAZIL — Rev. William 
Sheppard Smith of Alexandria, La., 
educational, and his fiancee, Miss 
Rosanne Marie Jorgenson, Pensacola, 
Fla., evangelistic - music; Miss Annie 
Corinne Baker, Zebulon, Ga., educa- 
tional; Miss Mary Helen Sullivan, 
Jewell Ridge, Va., educational. 


KOREA — Miss Juanita Nan Coyer, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., nurse; Mr. and 
Mrs. Merrill Howard Grubbs, Hender- 
sonville, N. C., business; Dr. and Mrs. 
Dick H. Nieusma, Jr., Chicago, dental; 
Mr. and Mrs. David Earl Ross, Char- 
lotte, N. C., and Clinton, S. C., evan- 
gelistic (student work). 





SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
AT KING ARE NAMED 


BRISTOL, Tenn. — Winners of the 
King College 1961 general competi- 
tive scholarship contest have been an- 
nounced by Registrar J. E. Snider. 
Winners of the first-place $3,200 


JHE CHURCH AI HOME 


scholarships are Selma Isabel Detman 
of Mobile, Ala., and Charles Tichner 
Erion of Augusta, Ga. 


Winning second-place $2,000 schol- 
arships are Amelia Jean Johannessen 
of St. Petersburg, Fla.; Thomas W. 
Buchanan, Jr., of Piedmont, Ala.; and 
Harold Wayne Alison of Piney Flats, 
Tenn. 





VACATION FUND APPEAL 
ISSUED FOR ’61 SEASON 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Chairman P. D. 
Miller of the Vacation Fund has is- 
sued the annual call for contributions 
to the fund which helps provide a 
period of enrichment each summer for 
150 lower salaried ministers and mis- 
sionaries of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. Money donated is used to assist 
individuals who want to participate 
in programs at one of the Church’s 
conference centers. 


Dr. Miller’s letter explained: “This 
fund is raised annually through gifts 
from individuals and a few organiza- 
tions in local churches. If you would 
enjoy having a part in such a ministry 
of kindness, please make your check 
payable to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, treasurer, 
and mail to her at P. O. Box 358, 
Montreat, N. C.” 


In addition to the chairman, the 
fund’s board of managers includes 
Charles J. Currie, Marshall C. Dendy 
and C. Darby Fulton. There is no 
staff, and the only promotional ma- 
terial is the letter sent out each spring. 








"1 DONT BELIEVE MY DADDY WILL BE IN 
HEAVEN...HE COULDN'T LEAVE THE STORE” 





WOMEN’S BOARD STAFF 
IS BEING REORGANIZED 


ATLANTA, Ga.—With the appoint- 
ment of two new staff members, the 
Board of Women’s Work has launched 
a reorganization plan for its staff 
work, 


Mrs. H. Kerr Taylor of Richmond, 
Va., has been named the Board’s first 
director of personal faith and family 
life, one of four major areas of the 
program. She will assume her new 
duties in July. She and Dr. Taylor 
have resigned from their positions as 
co-directors of family life for the 
Board of Christian Education effec- 
tive June 18, when he retires. 


Joining the staff this month as the 
first full-time business manager for 
the Board is Mrs. Esther N. Anderson 
of Atlanta. She has been affiliated 
with an Atlanta corporation and is 
active in the Druid Hills church. 


Other details of the reorganization 
plan have not been announced. 





‘CONCERNS’ ARE SUBJECT 
OF FIRST ‘ACTION’ MEET 


RICHMOND, Va. — The first Chris- 
tian Action Conference sponsored by 
the Board of Christian Education will 
be held at Montreat, N. C., with the 
announced purpose of “helping Chris- 
tians translate their moral concern 
into intelligent action.” It is sched- 
uled Sept. 1-4. 


Dr. Malcolm P. Calhoun, the Board’s 
secretary of Christian Action, said 
similar meetings will be planned in fu- 
ture years “if this first conference 
successfully meets the needs of Chris- 
tian people in defining and sharing 
their Christian concern.” 


Principal speakers will be: Dr. Wal- 
do Beach of Duke University, who will 
discuss “The Theology of Christian 
Action”; Dr. James McBride Dabbs of 
the Southern Regional Council, whose 
subject is “The Christian and Race 
Relations”; and Dr. Howard J. Cline- 
bell, Jr., of the Southern California 
School of Theology, who will speak on 
“The Christian and Alcoholism.” De- 
votionals will be led by the Rev. Geo. 
A. Chauncey of Danville, Ky., and Dr. 
W. B. Oglesby, Jr., of Union Seminary 
will deliver the Sunday morning ser- 
mon. 
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HOMES FOR AGING UNIT 
HOLDS FIRST MEETING 


HIGH POINT, N. C.—Presbyterian 
Home here was the site of the first 
annual meeting of the Presbyterian 
Association of Homes for Senior Cit- 
izens, an organization composed of 
staff members of the Church’s grow- 
ing number of homes for the aging. 


Speakers and leaders included: Wil- 
lard Farrow, administrator of the 
Methodist Home, Charlotte, N. C.; the 
Rev. Howard Cobbs, administrator of 
Sunnyside Presbyterian Home, Massa- 
netta Springs, Harrisonburg, Va.; the 
Rev. Robert Tapp, Presbyterian 
Home, Summerville, S. C.; Chaplain 
Albert Meiburg of the North Carolina 
Baptist Hospital, Winston-Salem; and 
Gordon A. Hanson, secretary of the 
Division of Homes and Christian Wel- 
fare, Board of Church Extension. 


Mr. Farrow discussed personnel mat- 
ters and said rapid employee turnover 
must be avoided if the program is 
to be successful. Mr. Hanson stressed 
the need for small nursing homes 
throughout the Assembly and said the 





association could promote the need 
for programs and services by local 
congregations for their elderly mem- 
bers. 


Officers elected by the association 
are: Mr. Tapp, president; Mr. Robert 
Parry, vice-president; and Mr. Cobbs, 
secretary-treasurer. The next meet- 
ing is scheduled in Atlanta, Ga., as 
a joint meeting with the Presbyterian 
Association of Homes for Children. 





COLLEGE BUARD EXTENDS 
TERM OF ACTING PREXY 


JACKSON, Miss. — Dr. Robert F. 
Cooper, interim president since the be- 
ginning of the 1960-61 session was re- 
elected to that position by the Bel- 
haven College board of trustees at its 
annual meeting. He will serve “until 
a successor is chosen.” 


Continuing to serve on the commit- 
tee to procure a president are: Rex I. 
Brown, Jackson; W. Calvin Wells, III, 
Jackson; Harold Barber, Gulfport; Dr. 
R. A. Bolling, Cleveland; Mike Carr, 
Brookhaven; and J. L. Townes, Jr., 
Grenada. 
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FELLOWSHIP WINNERS 
NAMED AT LOUISVILE 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Two Louis 
ville Seminary seniors have been 
awarded fellowships for graduate 


study, Dr. Frank E. Caldwell, presi- 
dent, has announced. 


They are Thomas J. Bumpas, Jr., 
of Nashville, Tenn., and Thomas W. 
Clayton of Chattanooga, Tenn. Mr. 
Bumpas is the winner of the Fielding 
Lewis Walker Fellowship in Doctrinal 
Theology and will study at St. Mary’s 
College in Scotland next year. Mr. 
Clayton is the winner of the Mr. and 
Mrs. Olof Anderson, Sr., Fellowship. 
His plans for graduate work have not 
been announced. 





SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED 


CLINTON, S. C. — Delivering the 
baccalaureate sermon at Presbyterian 
College June 4 will be the Rev. Hu- 
bert G. Wardlaw, pastor of Atlanta’s 
Rock Spring church, a PC alumnus 
who will later that day be awarded an 
honorary doctor of divinity degree. 





MAXTON, N. C. — Commencement 
speakers at Presbyteiran Junior Col- 
lege’s last graduation exercises will be 
Dr. John A. Redhead, Jr., pastor of 
the First Church, Greensboro, and 
North Carolina Governor Terry San- 
ford, who attended the college in 1935. 
Dr. Redhead will preach Sunday, 
June 4, and the governor will address 
the graduates at 11 a.m. June 5. P. 
J. C. will become a part of St. An- 
drews Presbyterian College on its new 
campus at Laurinburg next fall. 





COLUMBIA CHOIR TOURS 


DECATUR, Ga. — Churches in the 
Synod of South Carolina have heard 
concerts by the Columbia Seminary 
Choir this spring. The group, direct- 
ed by the Rev. Hubert Vance Taylor, 
appeared in seven presbyteries on its 
tour. 





TOYNBEE AT DAVIDSON 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Noted his- 
torian Arnold J. Toynbee appeared on 
the Davidson College campus in the 
second of a _ series of lectureships 
made possible by the Z. Smith Rey- 
nolds Foundation. 
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BOARD TO SEND NURSES, 
FURTHER AID FOR CONGO 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — An additi- 
tional $10,000 grant for the work of 
the Congo Protestant Relief Agency 
was voted by the Board of World Mis- 
sions at its spring meeting. It is the 
second such grant to provide food and 
clothing in strife-torn Congo. 


Upon hearing that medical person- 
nel are given respect by all Congolese 
elements, the board authorized three 
experienced nurses to return to work 
in Africa. Families with children are 
still being held in the States for the 
present. 


The Board also approved in prin- 
ciple a plan of organization under 
which Congo missionaries would be lo- 
cated by a committee composed of an 
equal number of Congolese and mis- 
sion personnel. 


In other actions the Board: 


—Approved a special “familiarization 
course” for North American students 
at the Fifteenth of November School 
in Brazil next school year. 


—Took under advisement a proposed 
program of technical assistance to pri- 
mary education in northeast Brazil to 
reduce illiteracy. 


—Approved a summer lectureship at 
Campinas Theological Seminary by Dr. 
Cecil Thompson of Columbia Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 


—Accepted the resignation of Brazil 
missionary Miss Mary Lee Smith, who 
is engaged to be married. 





MISSIONARIES WORKING 
AT 11 POINTS IN CONGO 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Forty-six 
Presbyterian, U. S. missionaries in 
Congo’s Kasai Province and the cities 
of Leopoldville and Elizabethville are 
continuing their work in safety, ac- 
cording to word received here at the 
Church’s Board of World Missions. 


By the first of April, only Luebo 
and Kankinda stations in the Kasai 
remained unoccupied, and missionaries 
planned to visit Luebo at intervals. 
Two stations previously evacuated, 
Moma and Kasha, have been reoccu- 
pied. 


Most recent information indicates 


that John Davis, a mission pilot, his 
wife and five children, and the Rev. 
David McLean, are living at Kasha, 
under the protection of United Na- 
tions soldiers. 





Another pilot, Don Watt; a doctor, 
Dr. W. G. McIntosh; a nurse, Miss 
Lucille McElroy; a medical technician, 
Miss Nolie McDonald, and an evan- 
gelistic missionary, Miss Bettye Jean 
Mitchell, are working at Lubondai, site 
of Presbyterian U. S. medical and den- 
tal schools and hospitals. 


The Rev. Bill Pruitt is remaining 
at Moma, a tribal trouble spot, and the 
Rev. Day Carper at Bakwanga, where 
hundreds of thousands of Baluba ref- 
ugees have congregated. 





At Mboi, Miss Virginia Allen and 
Mrs. Earl S. King, Jr., are working 
with the Congolese women and the 
Sunday School; Miss Charlotte Mc- 
Murray is teaching and the Rev. Bob 
Reinhold and the Rev. Earl S. King, 
Jr., are using the station as the base 
of operations for their evangelistic 
work. 


Bulape, in Bakuba country, is the 
site of growing Church-mission work. 
With thousands of refugees pouring 
into the area, a new pastors’ school 
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Our Church needs more ministers 


You would experience genuine satis- 
= faction in having a part in their ed- 
bg. ucation. The Foundation serves all of 
our Seminaries. Write us about how 
you can have a share in this great 


THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION, 1Nc.(U.S.) 
1004 WACHOVIA BANK BUILDING 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 











Oni by true fellowship and 
co-operation with others can 
any kind of wholeness come... 





J. B. Phillips 


Presbyterian Action enhances the fel- 
lowship and co-operation of leader 
with leader. Every month its pages 
tell about the latest plans and accom- 
plishments in the field of Christian 
education. It will give the leaders in 
your church new insights, new ideas, 
and a sense of sharing in the church- 
wide venture of making men whole in 


Christ. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S, 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
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has been opened, with missionaries 
Miss Mary Crawford and the Rev. 
Charles Ross on the faculty. Dr. Hen- 
ry S. Nelson; Mrs. Nelson, a nurse; 
Dr. Gladys Smithwick; Miss Ruth 
Worth, a medical technician; and Miss 
Elizabeth Miller, a nurse; are keeping 
medical work open. 


At Mututo, Bill Stockwell and Gar- 
land Goodrum, industrial missionaries, 
are keeping the physical plant run- 
ning while Miss Margaret Moore 
teaches and Dr. Tinsley Smith and 
Mrs. Smith, a nurse, keep open the 
mission’s Mutoto hospital. 


Classes are continuing at the 
Church-mission high school, at Katube, 
with Presbyterian U. S. missionary Ira 
Moore as principal and George McKee 
and Thomas Stixrud on the teaching 
staff. 


At Bibanga, center of the food and 
medical relief program of the Congo 
Protestant Relief Agency, the Rev. 
Charles McKee, Dr. Hugh Farrior and 
the Rev. Cam Wallace are helping 
with distribution of supplies to starv- 
ing refugees along a 100-mile corridor. 


And at Luluabourg, capital of the 
Kasai Province, the Rev. L. A. Me- 
Murray and Mrs. Jim Halverstadt are 
teaching by invitation in government 
schools; Tom Cleveland is engaged in 
agricultural work; Jim Halverstadt is 
serving as treasurer and business man- 
ager for the mission; the Rev. David 
V. Miller, the Rev. Bill Washburn and 
the Rev. Bill Metzel are working out 
of Luluabourg on evangelistic teams; 
Mrs. McMurray is doing women’s work 
and Mrs. Cleveland, teaching English. 


From Leopoldville, the Congo’s cap- 
ital, Dr. Bill Rule is directing the 
CPRA’s crash medical program, “Op- 
eration Doctor,” aimed at bringing in- 
to Congo 100 additional doctors and 
emergency medical supplies. Also in 
Leopoldville is the Rev. L. A. Me- 
Cutchen, who is assisting with evan- 
gelistic work in the capital city. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Wm. H. Crane 
have remained in Elizabethville, teach- 
ing at the new Protestant Theological 
School alongside a government univer- 
sity. 


Others of the 149-member Presby- 
terian U. S. force are expecting to re- 
turn to Congo in the summer of 1961. 





MONTREAT FURNISHED COTTAGE 
FOR RENT — Modern two bedrooms, 
year around house. Ideal for retired 
couple. Year’s lease only. W. C. 


Cooper, Arden, N. C. 





Whence the Name? 
“Little Joe's” 


“When I get (to be) a big man 
I’m going to build a church with a 
porch to it.” That was the dream 
of Little Joe Gilliland, frail and 
warm-hearted favorite of everyone 
at the Presbyterian Home for Chil- 
dren, Barium Springs, N. C. Little 
Joe’s purse had 45 cents he had 
saved toward the building of that 
church when he died at the age 
of nine. 


The little boy who loved every- 
body about him died unexpectedly 
in 1904, and the story of his life 
was told so pathetically that con- 
tributions to his favorite cause be- 
gan to pour in. The first building 
was completed in 1907. 


A new sanctuary now stands on 
the spot, and the cross on the 
steeple, high above the porch, casts 
a shadow over the grave of Little 
Joe, first to be buried in the 
cemetery of Little Joe’s Presbyter- 
ian Church. 


(Another Journal Centennial fea- 
ture). 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


BRAZIL — Mrs. Thomas W. Foley 
of the North Brazil Mission has ar- 
rived for her furlough in Silver 
Springs, Md. Mr. Foley is expected to 
begin his furlough early in the sum- 
mer. 


BRAZIL — Mr. and Mrs. William 
Brandt of the North Brazil mission 
have announced the birth of their third 
daughter and fourth child. 





Churchmen and 
Communism 


If the film (“Operation Aboli- 
tion’) is a “distortion,” as _ its 
critics claim, then Mr. J. Edgar 
Hoover’s official account would 
have to be no less so. As for “police 
brutality” as the film’s crities main- 
tain, it is interesting to note Mr. 
Hoover’s statement that the Com- 
munist party “planned to emphasize 
police brutality” as a rallying cry 
to attract the sympathy of student 
groups —The Wanderer. 


HOME AWARDS CONTRACT 
FOR FOURTH EXPANSION 


HIGH POINT, N. C. (PN) — Trus- 
tees of the Presbyterian Home here 
have awarded contracts totalling more 
than a million dollars for expansion 
of the home. It will be the fourth 
expansion in seven years. The cur- 
rent project, which includes a new 
infirmary wing and a new residential 
wing, will bring the home’s capacity 
to 190 residents on completion in 
1962. 


The expansion project will add 46 
rooms for ambulatory members, to- 
gether with additional office space, 
new dining rooms and new kitchens. 
Connected to this unit there will be 
an infirmary with 39 beds. The gen- 
eral contract went to R. K. Stewart 
& Son of High Point on a bid of $1,- 
011,660. The money will come from 
a loan executed with the Federal 
Housing Administration. 


The home is operated by the Synod 
of North Carolina. 





SYNOD STAND BACKED 


RALEIGH, N. C. — With a hear- 
ing scheduled this month in Wake 
County Superior Court over the fu- 
ture of Peace College here, the Syn- 
od of North Carolina’s executive com- 
mittee on educational institutions has 
reaffirmed the Synod’s decision to 
merge Peace, Flora Macdonald and 
Presbyterian Junior colleges. The 
committee sent a letter to the session 
of Raleigh’s First Church, the Peace 
Board of Managers and the St. An- 
drews college board of trustees stat- 
ing this stand after a meeting in 
March. St. Andrews is going ahead 
with plans for a synod campaign for 
$2.25 million in development funds. 





BOYS’ UNIT CHARTERED 


GADSDEN, Ala. — Ward Chapel 
here has been presented the charter 
for the first Gadsden unit of the 
Christian Service Brigade, a national 
boys’ club with units in Evangelical 
congregations all over the country. 
The interdenominational missionary 
organization provides a program for 
boys from 8 to 18. According to the 
chapel pastor, the Rev. William Rose, 
Jr., the program is Christ-centered 
and so varied that the participants 
are enthusiastic about it. 





Faith makes all things possible and 
love makes them easy. 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 
6. God Speaks to Job 


DO YOU KNOW—How Job knew so many wonderful things? 


LOOK UP in the Bible: Job 1:1. Compare this verse with 
Job 28:28 and Job 38:1. 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about the source of Job's 


wisdom ? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Christ speaks to us in the Bible. 
John 5:39; Hebrews 10:7. 


GOD TELLS JOB SOME OF HIS SECRETS 


(Read the references below and connect each verse to the secret 
it tells.) 


Job 26:7 God holds the water in the clouds. 
Job 26:8 The earth hangs upon nothing. 
Job 28:1 Bread comes from the earth. 

Job 28:2 Iron comes from the earth. 

Job 28:5 Silver is found in veins. 


THINGS GOD HAS MADE SHOW HIS GREATNESS 
Job 38:28, 29, 33-35. 


(Write the number of the verse which tells each fact.) 
______God makes the rain. 
_______God makes the dew. 
__ God sends the clouds. 
God sends the !ightning. 


JOB ANSWERS THE LORD 
Job 42:1-6. (Circle “Yes” or “No,” whichever is correct.) 


Job answered the Lord. Yes No 
Job said God can do every thing. Yes No 
God knows all our thoughts. Yes No 
Job understood all that God said. Yes No 
Job was proud of himself. Yes No 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Does “grandmother” occur 
in the Bible? Look up II Timothy 1:5. 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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AN 
INVALUABLE 
AID 


To Instruction In THE 


WESTMINSTER STANDARDS 


EPH. The SHIELD AND SWORD 
~e is a monthly leaflet “dedi- 
cated to instruction in the 
Westminster Standards.” It 
is published by The Shield and Sword, 
Inc., a non-profit religious organization 
dedicated to instruction in the historic 
standards of Presbyterian denomina- 
tions. It is a one-page leaflet which 
can be effectively used for church 
bulletin inserts, enclosures for pastors’ 
letters, and as an outline for doctrinal 
teaching of classes. May be bought by 
individual subscription or may be used 
by churches on a subscription basis. 
Cost: $1.00 per year to individuals; 
$1.50 per 100 copies to churches. 


Here Is What Others Think 
About “The Shield and Sword” 


“Complete loyalty to the inspired, 
infallible word of God.” 
A Texas Reader 


“A pleasant, small dose, thoroughly 

effective treatment for the popu- 

lar need of doctrinal instruction.” 
Rev. Donald C. Graham 
Pensacola, Florida 


“This is just the thing.” 
Rev. B. I. Anderson 
Jackson, Mississippi 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 





THE SHIELD AND Sworpb, INC. 

Box 237, Dept. J. 

Port Gibson, Mississippi 

Rev. Leonard T. Van Horn, Editor 

Kindly RUSH the following to me: 

() Sample copy of The Shield and 

Sword. I enclose 10c postage, 
handling. 


[ My first issue of The Shield and 


Sword. I enclose $1.00 for one 

year. 
RT ee ee SN TR 
MOAI cnneccnstisssitcinstititiaciassiiinciiaiaishastapiicit ee Miia: 
City One 


“A non-profit religious organization— 
dedicated to Instruction in the historic 
standards of Presbyterian denominations.” 


1961 








THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. 
JOHN, 1-10, by John Calvin. Trans. 
by T. H. L. Parker. Eerdmans, Grand 
Rapids. 278 pp. $4.50. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL 
TO THE CORINTHIANS, by John 
Calvin. Trans. by John W. Fraser, 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids. 370 pp. 
$5.00. 


Journal readers need introduction 
neither to John Calvin nor to the fun- 
damentals of his theology. Calvin 
studies today are in vogue with those 
who accept as well as those who re- 
spect, but reject, his teachings. We 
might be reminded, however, concern- 
ing the greatest theologian of the 
Reformation, that he regarded his pri- 
mary calling as the interpretation of 
the Bible rather than formulation of a 
doctrinal system. Spurgeon, a follower 
of Calvin, said that his commentaries 
were worth their weight in gold. Ar- 
minius, who declined to follow him 
all the way, still asserted that Calvin 
“excels beyond comparison in the in- 
terpretation of Scripture.” 


The significant thing about these 
volumes is that they are the first issues 
of a new translation of the Reformer’s 
New Testament commentaries, under 
the editorship of Thomas F. Torrance 
and David W. Torrance. Fraser trans- 
lates directly from the Latin, whereas 
Parker’s translation is a radical re- 
vision of Pringle’s earlier English ren- 
dering. ‘For comparison a random se- 
lection is herewith presented. 


Parker (1960) on John 10:19: “Thus 
the wickedness of many today is 
the reason why the Church is troubled 
by divisions and why controversies are 
started. Yet those who disturb the 
peace blame us for it and call us schis- 
matics — for the chief accusation that 
the Papists bring against us is that 
our teaching has upset the peace of the 
Church. But if they would yield 
quietly to Christ and uphold the truth, 
all the commotions would be settled 
at once.” 


Wm. Pringle (1847): “Thus, the 
wickedness of many is still the reason 
why the Church is troubled by divi- 
sions, and why contentions are kindled. 
Yet those who disturb the peace, throw 
the blame on us, and call us Schis- 


matics; for the principal charge which 
the Papists bring against us is, that 
our doctrine has shaken the tranquil- 
ity of the Church. Yet the truth is, 
that, if they would yield submissively 
to Christ, and give their support to the 
truth, all the commotions would im- 
mediately be allayed.”’ 


Now that so many recent versions 
of the Bible are available, it is a 
happy circumstance that some of the 
most sound and satisfying of the older 
classic expositions of Scripture are 
obtainable in modern dress. 


—(Rev.) Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Miss. 





PROPHET, SPEAK NOW, by Rob- 
ert B. MeNeill. John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. 92 pp. $2.50. 


From the viewpoint of sociology or 
ethics, this book has its merits. And 
it is well written. Theologically, how- 
ever, it is woefully lacking. Here is 
a good example of why one of the 
presbyteries recently considered an 
overture asking John Knox Press not 
to publish any material which deals 
erroneously with the Bible or the Con- 
fession of Faith. 


Robert B. McNeill, Pastor of the 
Bream Memoriai Presbyterian Church, 
Charleston, W. Va., pleads with the 
modern minister to face the problems 
of the day and in the Church and 
speak to them with the same courage 
and vigor as the prophets of the Old 
Testament. Tu identify the “proph- 
et” he gives somewhat of a history of 
the Old Testament prophet, describ- 
ing his character, his struggle against 
the religious and cultural conditions 
of his day, the opposition he faced 
from people and priests, and the man- 
ner in which he tried to remedy the 
situations he faced. Through it all 
the ancient prophet is compared with 
the modern minister, what he isn’t do- 


ing and what he should do. The final 
chapters graphically describe some 
major faults of the Church; from 


“sacramentalism” to “revivalism’”’ and 
urge the pastor who is priest and 
preacher to be also prophet. 


In this book, McNeill applies high- 
er criticism and its conclusions with 
such devastating effect that you won- 
der how he can take the Old Testa- 
ment seriously. His description of the 
history of prophets in Israel seems to 
echo the critical humanism of J. Sher- 
man Wallace and William A. Irwin’s 


THE OLD TESTAMENT, AN INTRO. 
DUCTORY STUDY. This is especial- 
ly true of his doctrine of revelation. 
He seems to believe that the prophets 
spoke out of their observations and 
spiritual experience, not by inspiration 
of the Spirit of God. 


Moses’ life and writings are so mu- 
tilated by the critics’ scissors that you 
ean hardly be sure he lived. McNeill 
even goes beyond Wallace and Irwin 
in describing the Passover Feast as 
a sacrificial innovation introduced in- 
to Israel’s religious ritual from the 
pagan Canaanitish practices after Is- 
rael was established in the land — 
not as a rite established by God just 
before the exodus. 


He represents the entire sacrificial] 
system as being pagan in its origin— 
one wonders how he can face the New 
Testament book of Hebrews. 


In describing why Christ died, Mc- 
Neill runs counter to the Confession 
of Faith and Catechisms by suggesting 
that Christ was offered by God upon 
the cross of human viciousness in or- 
der to show how much He loved man, 
thereby loving man into morality. 
There is no mention of guilt or pen- 
alty. In this book salvation is worked 
for as an ethical attainment, it is not 
received by grace. 


The role of the prophet is not so 
much to call men back to God, as it 
is to call them back to ethical living. 
God is an ethical God, and is there- 
fore to be glorified by ethical living. 
The prophet exists as the instrument 
of an ethical purpose. This point 
probably shows most strikingly the ef- 
fect of the critical process of interpre- 
tation. There is no suggestion in the 
book that the prophet points men t 
God first, to Jesus Christ as Saviou 
and Lord, One Who then empowers 
His people to live righteously. 


If there are any bricks thrown for 
this book, a big one should go to John 
Knox Press. Once again it has pre- 
sented our confessional Church with 
a book that scorns our standards, con- 
tradicts our doctrines, and rationalizes 
away the Reformed dynamic that is 
so necessary to effect a solution of the 
problems under discussion. If it is 
true that “sound doctrine produces a 
sound and strong spiritual life,” then 
the effect of this book can only be 
described as weak. 


—(Rev.) John C. Neville, Jr. 
Prattville, Ala. 





Pray to be unknown.—Alexander 
Whyte 
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THE DAMNATION OF THERON 
WARE, by Harold Frederic. Double- 
day & Co., N. Y. Paper, 320 pp. 95c. 


The evangelistic appeal of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church has the enticing 
qualities of a rabbit in an iron shelter. 
He has ali the instincts of free animal 
life, and when in danger will either 
outlast them all or out-multiply them. 


The Rev. Theron Ware is the min- 
ister of a Methodist Church filled with 
a savagely orthodox and unfeelingly 
insular people who could have been 
invented only by novelist Frederic. 
He comes into contact with represen- 
tatives of the Roman Church, especial- 
ly with one attractive feminine repre- 
sentative. The result: spicy evidence 
that only Roman Catholics have in- 
corruptible morals. 


Father Forbes is a character whose 
homebrew religious concoction would 
make Ingersoll blush, but who cares? 
“There is something intelligible and 
fine about an attitude like that. When 
people have grown tired of their ab- 
surd and fruitless wrangling over 
texts and creeds which, humanly 
speaking, are all barbaric nonsense, 
they will come back to repose pleas- 
antly under the Catholic roof, in that 
restful house where things are taken 
for granted. There the manners are 
charming, the service excellent, the 
decoration and upholstery ... (p. 227, 
228).” Well, you can see the ineffable 
evangelistic come-on. 


Then there is Celia who seduces the 
minister with the kind of atheism ad- 
olescents whisper behind billboards 
over their first cigarette. Morally the 
pastor considers adultery, religiously 
he feels emancipated. At the bottom 
of his degradation he gets a Puritan 
lecture from Celia, who thus proves 
that as a Catholic she can flirt with 
the devil without falling into his 
clutches, because her “Church” holds 
her salvation all wrapped up in moth- 
balls, ready to be opened in the nick 
of time. 


As a Methodist Mr. Ware’s only 
excuse for admiration is his sincerity 
and good works, and when he loses 
these in his lust for Celia the author 
is satisfied he has disposed of Meth- 
odism, dogma, Protestantism, the Bi- 
ble, and everything else he didn’t like 
outside the Roman Church. One can- 
not feel too badly, however, that nov- 
elist Frederic didn’t like us (the 
book was first published in 1896). 
The same philosophy concerning the 
glories of the liberated life can be 


explored in any other paperback with 
the lurid covers on city newsstands. 


—/(Rev.) Robert James St. Clair 
Akron, Ohio 





COLLECTIVISM IN _ THE 
CHURCHES, by Edgar C. Bundy. 
Distributed by Devin-Adair Company, 
New York 10, New York. 354 pp. 
$2.00. 


Some months ago we published a 
review of this volume. It has now 
been republished in a cheaper edition 
in paper back form. 


Major Bundy exercises his right to 
protest. This he believes a right in- 
herent in Protestant beliefs. The au- 
thor has suffered a great deal of 
abuse upon the publication of this 
book and in the foreword he recog- 
nizes “the standard technique used 
today and down through the ages is 
not to answer the documentation but 
to attack the one who does the reveal- 
ing. In this way they hope to silence 
him and so to discredit him that the 
public will not look into the docu- 
mentation.” 


In the light of what has recently 
transpired at San Francisco this para- 
graph becomes more meaningful: “This 
is what the ecumenical leaders are try- 
ing day and night to bring on: one 
Church for one world. They believe 
that they will be ecclesiastical direc- 
tors of this one-world Church and they 
are working hand in hand with the 
proponents of world government and 
internationalism. That is why they 
are operating as far as possible within 
the framework of the United Nations. 
The ultimate world government under 
this plan will have a political arm and 
a religious arm. The modernists be- 
lieve that they will be in contro] of 
the ecclesiastical or religious arm.” 


Patriotic Christians who desire to 
know more about the subtle perils of 
our day will be better informed by 
the reading of this volume. 


-John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE OLD TESTAMENT VIEW OF 
REVELATION, by James G. S. S. 
Thomson. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
107 pp. $2.50. 


Revelation in the Old Testament, 
says Dr. Thomson, is the self-disclos- 
ure of God. In the Old Testament 
God is both the subject and object of 


revelation. It is God who produces 
the revelation and it is God who is 
revealed. The author’s purpose in 
writing this book is to review the di- 
vine revelation provided by the Old 
Testament and make clear to the read- 
er the essentials of the Old Testament 
view of revelation. 


Chapter one explains the vocabu- 
lary, necessity, and possibility of reve- 
lation. Chapters two, three, and four 
set forth the various modes by which 
God has revealed Himself. Chapters 
five and six consider the more im- 
portant of God’s attributes revealed 
through His self-disclosure. 


The main thrust of this work is 
found in the thesis that God Himself, 
infinite and eternal, must disclose 
Himself to men, finite and temporal 
or remain unknown to men. In the 
Old Testament man does not attain 
to God through philosophical reflec- 
tion. What we know of God’s charac- 
ter and purpose we know because He 
has disclosed it to us. 


It is because the Old Testament is 
a self-disclosure of God, says Dr. 
Thomson, that the Christian Church 
from the beginning of its history has 
always insisted on claiming the Old 
Testament as a part of its Scripture. 
The author concludes, “There is a 
continuous, historical connection be- 
tween Abraham and Christ. In Him 
was actualized all God’s will and pur- 
pose in the ancient Scriptures; and 
through Him the aim of God’s revela- 
tion of Himself concerning ancient Is- 
rae] was at last fulfilled in the new 
Israel.” 


It is most refreshing to find a spe- 
cialist in the Old Testament field who 
writes with such remarkable lucidity 
and exhibits the reverence of a Chris- 
tian in dealing with the ancient oracles 
of God. This work is able and strong. 
It has vital significance for all who 
desire to better understand the God of 
the Old Testament. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


THE SECRET SAYINGS OF JESUS 
or the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas, by 
Robert M. Grant, with a translation of 
the Gospel of Thomas by William R. 
Schoedel. Doubleday & Co., Garden City, 
N. Y. Paper, 198 pp. $.95. Critical and 
exhaustive discussion and commentary with 
extensive introduction and notes, the whole 
written, however, for the general reader. 
Of value to students of apocryphal litera 
ture. 
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MINISTERS 


Coy Bovender, Yanceyville, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Shiloh 
church, Burlington, N. C., as of 
May ist. 

Robert S. Hawks, Bluefield, Va., has 
become superintendent of the Davis- 
Stuart School, Lewisburg, W. Va., 
succeeding Robert D. Kauffelt, who 
has retired after serving 17 years 
in that position. 

Herman DeBoer, from Liberty, S. 
C., to minister of education, First 
Church, Anderson, S. C. 

Richard G. Laurens, from Charles- 
ton, S. C., to the First Church, 
Greer, S. C. 

George D. Gracey, Jr., from Var- 
sailles, Ky., to Pineville, Ky. 

John W. Creighton, (H.R.), from 
Keystone Heights, Fla., to 2581 
Salisbury Blvd., Winter Park, Fla. 





LETTERS 
‘ANOTHER PROPOSAL’ 


More and more I am convinced that 
as in the national political life, we 
need a realignment of churches and 
ministers of the two largest Presby- 
terian denominations — conservative 
and liberal. We would not have to 
worry about competition as regards 
two users of the Presbyterian name 
in the same locality: within a decade 
the liberal group will abandon the 
honored name, “Presbyterian” and 
will be merged in their super-Church 
scheme. Thank God you have said 
that there will always be a Presby- 
terian Church on the North American 
continent. Keep saying it! 


—(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. 





I think the editors of the Journal 
have an excellent idea. To put it 
across may prove difficult, but it is 
eminently worthy of the best efforts. 


As long ago as 1926 I made a plea 
for one Church for all self-conscious 
Calvinists on the North American con- 


tinent. That was in my book, AS TO 
BEING REFORMED. I repeated that 
plea in TO BE OR NOT TO BE RE- 
FORMED, Zondervan, 1959. 


Personally I would describe the 
“Blake-Pike” proposal as infamous 
rather than famous. And yet, doc- 
trinal indifference being as prevalent 
as it is, there is something realistic 
about it. 


Now, if ever, those who take the 
Reformed faith seriously should stand 
together. 


—-(Rev.) R. B. Kuiper 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 





I am writing at once to assure you 
of my whole-hearted response to the 
proposal. There are large numbers of 
pastors and elders in our Church who 
think in this way. It is time for ac- 
tion, and I hope that we can get to- 
gether in the future concerning this 
significant proposal. 


—(Rev.) Ralph G. Turnbull 
Seattle, Washington 





BRIEF STATEMENT OF BELIEF 


After reading your report on the 
Brief Statement of Belief (April 5), 
I compared it to the Brief Statement 
bound with the Confession of Faith. 
The only conclusion that I came to is 
that the new Statement is not an im- 
provement upon the earlier... 


The new Statement seems to ignore 
some of the most important doctrines 
of the Christian faith while headlining 
them. The infallibility of the Bible 
appears to be ignored. It ignores that 
man is conceived in iniquity, and im- 
plies that society is the source of sin 
rather than individual man. It ignores 
that Christ’s death was to satisfy di- 
vine justice. It also ignores that the 
basis of election is not the merit of 
the believer and that saving faith is 
not the product of the believer. It 
ignores the doctrine of the imputation 
of Adam’s sin and of Christ’s right- 
eousness .. . It appears to ignore the 
bodily resurrection of Christ and of 
the elect. 


If a Statement of belief ignores 
these vital doctrines of the Christian 
faith then it would seem better to 
forget about writing a new Statement. 


—R. C. Johnson 
Marietta, Ga. 





LIKES NEW S. S. LESSONS 


May I, as a S. S. teacher and Bible 
student write a note of appreciation 


for the wonderful lessons you are pub- 
lishing by Mr. Broomall? They are 
very helpful in preparing the lesson 
for our classes and as is everything 
else in the Journal, superbly done. I 
sound prejudiced? It is intentional, 
we enjoy the Journal from cover to 
cover. 


—Mrs. C. L. Carmichael 
Burlington, N. C. 





The S. S. lessons are wonderful and 
we can see the results in our Adult 
Bible Class. They have always been 
good but these require study! Many 
thanks for real Bible information. 


—Mrs. Conie McElroy 
Weaverville, N. C. 





SCIENCE AND RELIGION 


Having worked as a research chem- 
ist, the news story, “Conflict of Sci- 
ence, Religion Seen Increasing” 
(March 8), interested me. Knowing 
less philosophy than Dr. Smith claims 
to know of science, I nevertheless 
question his inferences concerning the 
“four part program.” 


Clearly what he is_ protesting 
against is scientism, the philosophy 
which holds that science and its prog- 
ress can give man all he needs to live 
a successful life. I join him whole- 
heartedly in his alarm and protest. 
The Church must speak to any human 
sphere of activity which claims ulti- 
mate authority over man. 


Dr. Smith evidently believes scient- 
ism to be a real threat to the existence 
of the Church, for in the story he does 
not evidence any faith in the suprem- 
acy of Christianity and its final 
victory over human endeavors. I be- 
lieve we are called to proclaim this 
supremacy, won through Christ... 


(On the other hand) Dr. Smith 
makes no mention of the boundless 
worth of scientific advances, thus he 
is influencing negatively many peo- 
ple who are significantly benefited 
by these inventions. He himself by 
distorting the advantages of scientific 
progress is driving the wedge deeper. 


—Warner M. Bailey 
Orange, Tex. 





“Let us not be desirous of vain 
glory . . . emvying one another.” — 
Galatians 5:25. The measure of true 
success is never our standing with the 
Joneses, but only our stending before 
God. 
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